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Chairmari' s Address 
Main Points from Opening Address by WILLIAM GALLACHER= 
M.P. 
THIS Congress of our Party meets at a time when the fate 
of humanity is· in the balance. The events in North Africa 
represent a great victory for the cause of the United Nations. 
This victory was the outcome of the heroic and epic defence of 
Staliiigrad and the terrific winter offensive that followed that 
crushing defeat and elirnillation of the Gerlllan Sixth Army. 
The landings in Africa were the first evidence of confidence in our 
great Russian Ally, a~d the victory that followed these landings 
was a clear rnanif estation of the many opportunities that were 
lost during the past two years because of the lack of military_ 
co-operation with the Red Arllly and the Soviet Union. 
The defeat of the Germans before Moscow in the winter of 1941 
• 
should have been the signal for heavy blows from this side; but, 
unfortunately, our political and military leaders were e~xpecting 
the fall of Moscow, not the defeat of the Germans. There was an 
utter lack of co:r:fidence in the strength of our Ally, and tl1erefore 
no co-operation. The defence of Leningrad during 17 months of 
siege, unparalleled in the history of warfare, should have made 
clear to the United Nations the courage, the resolution, the un-
breakable will of the Soviet people-should have inspired the1n 
to the highest deeds of valour ; but, instead, they waited and kept 
on waiting, speculating on how long the Red Army or the Soviet 
Union would remain in the war. 
In such circumstances, with such an attitude to the events that 
were taking place, it is not to be wondered at that the war, which 
should have been victoriously won by the e11d of 1942, has still 
to see some of its most bitter fighting. 
Stalingrad, and the winter offensive which followed it, pro-
vided the opportunity for the victory in North Africa. This in 
turn has given a new and great opportm~ity for striking at 
W estel'J;l. and Southern Europe. Let us seize this opportunity-
and complete defeat and destruction for the Fascist forces is 
assured. Let us miss this opportunity-and the war can drag 
on for years with unspeakable suffering for the people of this 
country, and starvation and death for rnillions of people in Europe. 
Every deleg~te to this Congress, every lllernber of our Party, 
must arouse and inspire the people of this country in preparation 
for all necessary sacrifices, for heroic measures, for tl1e Illaxirnu1n 
co-operation with our Soviet All-y, for the 11eavy and simultaneous 
blows that will bring us to an early and decisive victory over the 
-Fascist eneiny. 
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National unity is essential. But national unity can · only have 
reality if it is based upon a strong foundation of working-class 
unity. Our Party fights for unity because unity is essential for 
the people of this country and for the freeing of the people of 
Europe. The Labour leaders who talk of national unity and at 
the same time oppose working-class unity are doing great dis-
service to the cause of freedom. 
Whether for war or· peace, for the offensive in Europe or for .-
the building up and strengthening of the hoine front, unity of the 
working class and progressive forces is the key question. Every 
delegate, every member of our Party, roust take up this task. 
'Let us seize the opportunity. If the Allies now strike hard 
and siinultaneous blows at the Fascist enerny the war can be 
brought. to a speedy end, and the peoples of tl1e world set free 
for the great task of reconstruction. 
FOR UNITY AND VICTORY 
Report by HARRY POLLITT 
. 
The 16th Congress of the Comrnunist Party will be judged by 
· its positive contribution towards a speedier winning of the war 
and the peace. 
.. 
While we have no illusions about the formidable character of 
the struggles still ahead, or of the strength and resources of the 
Axis Powers, we sl1ould realise and make Britain realise the far 
greater strength, power, and unity of the nations united against 
Fascisin. 
We have not yet thoroughly appreciated the profound rnilitary, 
political and moral change brought about in the international 
situation by the victory at Stalingrad, or the trernendous shock 
that the German people experienced at the greatest rnilitary 
defeat ever sustained by the German nation. 
There are still inclinations to take Nazi legends at their face 
value, and to fall for certain aspects of Goebbels' propaganda, 
the essence of which is to try and delay the striking of decisive 
blows, to sow political discord between the United Nations, 
and find ways and means for a peace based on corning to terins 
with Fascism, in place of its unconditional surrender and complete 
defeat. 
Three Nazi legends have been destroyed in the past two years : 
first, the invincibility of the Nazi Armies ; second, the belief 
that no bombs would ever fall on Germany ; third, that the 
4 
-U-l;>oats would conduct such a campaign that Britain wouid be 
starved out and brought to its knees. 
Given the correct policy, there is no reason why 1943 should 
not also sinash the legend of the iinpregnability of Hitler's 
so-called ''Fortress of Europe.'' ~ 
If ·ever there was a tide in the affairs of :men which taken at 
the flood leads on to victory, it is now. 
That is why we express full confidence in the power of the 
United Nations, helped by the heroic struggle of all anti-Fascists 
in the enslaved countries, to organise the speedy defeat of the 
Axis Powers, opening out for world humanity a new epoch of 
social advance and progress. 
The Second Front 
The triuinph of the Red Arrny at Stalingrad :marked the 
passing of the initiative from the hands of the Fascist Powers 
to those of the United Nations. It was followed by the great 
victory in North Africa. 
These victories, together with the sustained bombing, the 
growth of resistance in the o~cupied countries, the :mounting 
successes over the U-boat, the closer political relations between 
all the . United Nations-all de:monstrate that a position now 
exists in which, with full exploitation and with speedy organisa-
tion of the Second Front in Europe, the danger of a prolonged 
war can be averted. 
We appreciate the effects of the tremendous aerial boinbard-
rnent of Hitlerite Germany and Fascist Italy, but we believe 
that only the coinbined use of all land, sea, and air forces of the 
United Nations, striking at the same tirne in Europe from the 
West as well as the East, can perinanently destroy the whole 
bestial might and terror of the Fascist Powers. 
Any other conception can lead only to a serious prolonging 
of the war, to political disappointments, and to lowering of 
vigilance and IUorale through false expectations of an easy way 
to victory. 
It may be useful to give soine vital facts in regard t0 the 
irnrnediate strength of the forces at the disposal of the United 
Nations. This may help to place the reso-urces of Nazi Gerina~y 
and its vassal States in their correct perspective. 
Official sources in Britain and Ainerica make it clear that 
they now possess arinies nu:mb-ering approxirnately between 
13 and 14 million men, of whom four to five Inillions can be 
sent to invade the European Continent. 
5 
The facts about production of the niost vital war materiafa: 
are equally formidable and impressive. Britain and America,. 
it is now officially stated, are in a position to produce 6,000 tanks; 
per Inonth against 3,000 tanks by Hitler and Mussolini. 
Britain and America can produce 10,000 artillery guns per) 
month, against 4,000 by Hitler and Mussolini. 
Britain and America can produce 10,000 aircraft per month~ 
compared with the Fascists' 4,000 ; and the present great air 
offensive shows how marked is the ai~ superiority of the United 
Nations at this stage of the war. 
Britain and America, despite the U-boat campaign, are 
undoubtedly in a Inuch more favourable position for the pro-
duction of all types of _naval and merchant vessels than Hitler 
or Mussolini, and the fact that May this year marked a definite 
turning-point in the lilethods of colilbating the U-boats serves 
to increase the iIIlillediate and potential disparity between the 
United Nf:ttions and the Fascist Powers. 
There is no doubt that all the pre-requisites now exist for tl1e 
opening of the Second Front in Europe. 
Why has the CoIIlillunist Party always pl.aced such importance 
on the necessity for the Second Front? 
Because we are convinced that it is the only means by which 
tJ;ie war can be shortened and decisively won, with the least 
possible casualties arnong the fighting forces of the United 
Nations . 
. But, it is said, tl~ere are already many fighting fronts. There 
are, and they are all very important, but they do not as yet 
represent the principal fighting front. That is to say, there is 
not yet · in existenc~ another land front that will coillpel Hitler 
to divide his main forces now concentrated on the Eastern Front, 
and give the Allies superiority both in the East and the West 
of Europe so that these joint blows bring speedy victory. 
We fully realise that the Second Front on the Continent of 
Europe deillands the most brilliant organisation, the Inost 
daring planning and execution, the most tremendous valour, 
courage and firrrmess ; but we also believe that all these qualities 
are possessed by the United Nations, as the experiences in the 
- Soviet Union, in North Africa, in combating the U-boat menace 
and organising ~he air offensives have already proved. 
What iIIlillediate conclusions, therefore, have we now to draw ? 
First, that it is not enough to possess resoUI·ces, but that every-
thing depends upon how and when these resources are used. Not 
enough attention has been paid in this country to the conclusions 
reached by the Soviet Inforrnation Bureau in MoScow on the 
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occasion of the Second Anniversary of the invasion of the Soviet 
Union by Hitler. It is worth quoting time and time again :-
,,,The absence of the Second Front in Europe saved Hitler 
ffrorn defeat in 1942. As is well known, the Hitlerites used 
-l their breathing space for another large scale offensive against 
-. the Soviet Union in the summer and autumn of last year. 
' To .J.trliss the present favourable opportunities for the opening 
1eof ..a second front in Europe against Fascist Germ.any would 
~-result in dragging out the war and consequently in an enormous 
~increase in sacrifice. 
''On the other hand, the organisation of a Second Front in 
Europe this year would result in an early termination of the 
war, and consequently in an enorm.ous reduction of the sacri· 
fices of the anti-Hitlerite coalition.'' 
Secondly, we must appreciate fully the importance of the time 
factor. The longer the decisive battles are delayed, the more 
time the Fascists have gained for intensifying their political 
Inanoel.1vres to split the United Nations and work for a spurious 
f orrn of peace by negotiation. 
We must not under-estimate what a peace based on corning 
to terms with Hitler or his representative would rnean. It 
would simply give the Nazis a breathing space to prepare for a 
resumption of the conflict under circrim.stances more favourable . 
to them than exist at the present time. It would mean that all 
the trernendolIS sacrifices the peoples of the world have rnade 
!Since 1939 had been in vain. It would be a betrayal of the living 
~and the dead. It would rnake World War No. 3~a certainty, in 
~a shorter space of time than elapsed between 1918 and 1939. 
'The whole future progress of civilisation demands the coinplete 
extermination of every vestige of Fascist thought, power, and 
·organisation. To prevent this, Hitler and the friends of Fascisin 
in Britain and America will play for tirne, will try and prolong 
the war, with the aim of achieving a compromise peace. 
That aim the Second Front in Europe alone can destroy. If· 
it was true, and Churchill and Roosevelt adniitted, that the 
-creation of a Second Front in Europe in 1942 was an urgent task> 
it is doubly true and urgent that it must· be organised in 1943. 
The Unity of the United Nations 
How deadly the m.enace of Fascisin ·is to all that is · decent, 
humane, and cultured in the civilised world, is shown in the way 
the various countries making up the United Nations have been 
brought together in a conunon alliance of Unity and friendship · 
to withstand the corrunon danger. 
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Differences of social system and rivalries of different Imperialist 
nations have all been submerged to Ineet a comm.on Inenace. 
When Hitler and his bandits started their fight for world 
domination, it· was not only the unreadiness of other nations 
and their own colossal armed Inight that they relied upon to 
bring quick success and world power, but the belief that they could 
play upon political, social and religious differences, and defeat 
their selected victims one by one. In this respect, Hitlerite 
Germ.an.y has suffered political defeats as serious as the military 
defeats of Stalingrad and North Africa. 
That is not to say that the Nazis do not still count upon the 
Fifth ColllIIlil (which can still be found in every capitalist country) 
to do everything possible to assist thein in averting annihilatiori. 
·Early this spring, Nazi Germany, smarting over its defeats on the 
Eastern Front, thought to frighten the world with the strength 
and alleged aims of the Soviet Union, and raised once again the 
hoary old bogy of '' the menace of Bolshevism.'' 
This manoeuvre failed. In no small measure it failed because 
of the tirneliness with which the Executive Committee of the 
........ 
Cornm.unist International put before its sections its proposal that 
''the Communist International, as the directing centre of the 
international working class rnovernent, shall be dissolved." It 
took Hitler's last trUinp card right from under his nose. It 
struck as powerful a political blow against the Nazi propaganda 
dalll as the Royal Air Force did in their epoch rnaking devastation 
of the Mohne Dalll. 
While we can welcome any developrnent in the unity of the 
United Nations, this should not blind us to certain weaknesses 
that still exist and which need to be overcorne as we enter on the 
decisive battles of the war. 
An end needs to be made by our own Government to the 
intrigues and machinations carried out by foreign residents in 
Britain, whether in their private capacity or in connection with 
the Allied Governments to which they are attached. We saw 
dl1ring a certain stage of the Soviet-Polish crisis just recently 
how dangerous such elements can become. We see even now how 
strongly the Fifth Column works to delay the corning together 
of elements standing for Free France, not in superficial unity, 
but on a · basis which absolutely precludes any toleration of 
Vichy influences. 
Our Government's attitude could be all . the stronger if it put 
its own house in order so far as India and other countries under 
its rule are concerned. The sooner these nations in particular 
are assured of the saine democratic rights as we claim for our-
8 
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· selves, the sooner it is known that the Atlantic Charter applies t 
to them without any reservations, then the sooner will they be 
won for whole-hearted and absolute support for the cormnon t 
cause. Such a policy would at the sarne tllne have a profolllld 
effect throughout the countries in the Far East and the Pacific 
at present under the ternporary doniination of Japan. -
The unity of all nations now engaged in the life and death 1 
' ' struggle against Fascism would be immeasurably increased. A 
1 
J 
new spirit would prevail in France, Poland, and the Balkans, : / > 
wortl1 many armed divisions to the cormnon cause. New allies • 
would be won in India and other parts of the world under British 
rule. Hitler would receive another deadly blow, and the unity 
he hopes to destroy would take on a stronger character and open 
out magnificent prospects for fruitful co-operation between the 
United Nations after the war against Fascism has been won . 
.. 
Strengthen National Unity 
It is a matter for great satisfaction that, just as all efforts 
to break the unity of the United Nations have failed, so have 
they failed in reference to National Unity. Britain has at last 
learnt the chief lesson of a decade of Fascisrn-that only a 
United Nation can hope to defeat Fascisrn. 
After alrnost four years of war-four years of strain, air raids, 
sacrifice of hard-won working-class condi~ions, restrictions on 
food, clothing, and travel, and the casualties inflicted on our 
armed forces-the defeatist and disruptive propaganda put 
forward by various cliques has failed to destroy national unity 
or make any serious impression upon the nation. 
At the same tiine, it is necessary to take rnuch stronger Ineasures 
against the Fifth Column in Britain. The urgency of this is 
proved by recent events in Anierica. The Fifth Column never 
gives up. It finds all f orrns of expression, from the Duke of 
Bedford type of propaganda, to the organisation of anti-Selllitisrn 
and race hatred, the repetition of anti-Soviet slanders by certain 
reactionary clerical circles, and the secret activities of the British 
Union of Fascists. 
It is necessary to crush all those who are in any way associated 
or connected with the Fifth Colullln, no Inatter what their social, 
. political and business counections Illay be. 
The present Government also needs to be strengthened by 
bringing niore representatives of the working class into key 
positions. The Tories must be niade to realise that we are not 
living in , 1935, when the last General Election took place, or in 
.. 
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1938 when Munich occurred, but in 1943, when the working _ 
·class is the Illain force upon which both production and rnan· 
1 power for the army, navy, and air force depend, and upon whose 
fighting power, resilience and leadership the fate of Britain 
1 depends. 
Such a measure will guarantee to the nation that a relentless 
struggle will be carried out against all vested interests, that our 
resources will be used to the utterrnos~, that there will be equal 
'Sacrifice and equal effort froni every section of the people, and 
• ~that all pro-Fascists shall be removed froin any position in the 
Government service . . 
Real National Unity deinands, too, an irnrnediate revision of the 
electoral truce in its present form. At present it is based on 
purely Party considerations, without any regard to the changed 
situation or the wishes of the people. As it stands, it is a gift 
to all disruptive elernents, who are not slow to seize their oppor-
tunities. 
There can be _no question that .sorne of the candidates put 
forward by the Tory Party constitute a provocation to the 
working class. Labour, too, is not putting forward the most 
capable of the younger men and worn.en in its ranks. In a fight 
for vital democracy, it is necessary that Parliament shall also 
be representative of the best and most fearless representatives 
democracy can produce. 
For this rea~on, while we support the principle of the electoral 
truce, the Conununist Party demands that in every corning 
1by-electio11 there shall be democratic conferences convened 
jointly by the Labour, Tory, Liberal and Communist Parties, at 
which the best anti-Fascist representatives frorn all parties and 
1dell1ocratic organisations, standing on the platform of anti-
-Fascism, shall have the right to nominate candidates ; and when 
the final selection is rnade, it is done without consideration 'of the 
Party to which the candida~e belongs. Once the selection is 
made, the candidate shall then receive the full and active support 
of all Parties concerned, instead of relying, as at present, upon 
pious appeals from the leaders of the Tory, Labour and· Liberal 
Parties to support such and such a candidate. 
The voting and experience in all recent by-elections reveal 
~ how urgent it is that such a policy sl1all be carried out. 
It needs also to be stated now, if the full S1-1pport of the working 
class is to be consolidated, that whenever a general election takes 
place, it shall be absolutely free from and devoid of any suggestion 
of coupon corruption. The masses who will have won the war, 
will not be inclined to forget the coupon election of ~918, one of 
10 
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-the IDOSt corrupt and unprincipled in our history. The Inasses 
are not fighting to win the war and lose the peace ; they are 
working, fighting and dying to win both war and peace, and will 
rightly insist upon no fetters or political opportunism ~ being 
placed upon their right to elect freely a goverillllent of their own 
choice. 
The Home Front 
.Whenever any issue comes before the nation, any urgent 
dem.and of particular interest to the working class, a barrage of 
propagand~ is let loose that it cannot be done until after the, 
war. 
Bitter experience by the workers in the past has led to deep1 
suspicion of the bosses now, tending to overshadow the urgency~ 
of the war crisis and the heavy sacrifice that will be called for~­
The Government has the responsibility, by its attitude t .o the~ 
legitimate inunediate demands of the workers, of removing their~ 
fears about post-war conditions. 
The Cornm.unist Party, while making it perfectly clear that it~ 
will support every m.easure and willingly call for every sacrifice 
necessary to win the war, at the sam.e time rejects the theor~.,. 
that nothing can be done during the war to improve the position 
of the workers on a series of vital social issues. On the cont1'ary,. 
we believe nothing is more calculated to evoke from the people 
a free and proud response to the demands victory will Inake, 
than the fact that the Government is already proving in deeds 
that the interests of the people come first. 
At another stage in the Congress proceedings, full consideration 
will be given to many aspects of what we will call the Hoine Front, 
as well as to soine of the problems Britain will face after the war, 
and how they should be solved. Now I only want to emphasise 
the niain line of the approach we have to make to Horne Front 
issues in general, and to bring out sharply three questions which 
brook no further delay by the Goverillllent. 
An anti.Fascist war can only be won when the whole resources 
of the nation are fully utilised and the common people drawn 
more directly into the whole conduct of the war, alongside with 
essential Ineasures for social and economic betterinent. 
That is why it is now so necessary to strengthen all existing 
State controls, build up Production Committees, and niake full 
use of the practical experience of scientists and technicians and 
the skill and initiative of the masses. Only in this way can all 
vested interests, both in industry and agriculture, be swept boldly 
11 
away, ensuring :maximum productio11 of all war materials and food 
supplies. 
· This also demands that everything possible shall be done to 
ensure real equality of sacrifice throughout the country, abolishing 
Inany of the glaring and indefensible contrasts still existing 
between rich and poor. Particularly is it necessary for the wage 
levels of lower-paid workers of both sexes to be raised in all 
industries. 
The whole question of working hours needs to be thoroughly 
examined, especially in the case of young people, so that pro-
duction and health do not suffer froin working unnecessary-· hours, 
which in fact tend to decrease and not increase production. 
The treatment of all old, crippled, and blind people is at present 
a blot on the honour of Britain. These sections of the population 
should be removed from all want and insecurity. 
The Inembers of the Armed Forces have the right · to expect 
far better treatment from the country they are defending than 
they receive at present. Pay, allowances, pensions, medical 
tribunals which command full confidence-these are urgently 
demanding irnprovement. Alongside this should go also a far 
more democratic attitude to all questions of prornotion and 
training, and a complete overhaul of the system operating in 
Detention Camps. 
There is not a single argument to prove that any interference 
with the conduct of the winning of the war would result froin 
the operation of the Beveridge Report ; from the adoption of a 
new Education Act abolishing dual control and developing a real 
conception of knowledge, training and citizenship in line witl1 
other developments in modern society; and froin the immediate 
building of urgently needed houses, as the beginning of a large-
scale housing prograinme. 
Now to come to the three specially urgent measures I referred 
to a moinent ago. 
First, COAL. It is one of the contradictions of our time that 
Britain, richest coal-producing country in the world, should be 
experiencing such ~ grave coal crisis. It is the most eloquent 
testimony both to the inefficiency of the coal owners and to thei~ 
·treatinent of the miners. 
Never in our history has so much depended on the coal industry 
and the miners of Britain. The whole prospect of speedy victory 
depends on the ability of the coal industry to fulfil both the 
demands of industry at home and the needs of countries liberated 
· froin the yoke of Fascism by the advancing armies of the United 
Nations. We should have no illusions about the Scorched Earth 
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policy Hitler will adopt in France, Holland, Belgiurrf and Norway, 
for exainple, and especially against the coal rnines. 
The situation in the coal industry is the responsibility not of . 
the miners alone, but of every section of the nation . 
The Government, and particularly the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, is called upon to make an entirely new approach to the 
problem. The coal industry is as important in the war arllloury 
of Britain as the R.A.F., the Navy and the Anny. It needs 
to be given the same careful and sustained ~ttention in organisa-
tion and leadership as it is the custom. to give the main armed 
forces fighting against Fascism. 
The rniners are the shock troops on the Horne Front. They 
have the right to expect froin the Governnient and the nation 
the kind of treatment which will prove in deeds th.at tl1e impor-
tance of their industry is fully recognised. · 
In the resolution before Congress we outline soine of the 
irmnediate Illeasures that need to be taken in the coal industry; 
but in addition we want to stress the burning iinportance of our 
Party conducting an active cainpaign to rouse the whole country 
to a realisation of the gravity of the problem, and the urgency 
of ''combined operations '' by the Government, the coal owners 
and managements, the people and the miners, jointly to ensure 
that coal in abundance shall be obtained to carry out the defeat 
of Fascism. 
Next, THE HARVEST. It is said we can expect a b11mper 
harvest. It is certainly true that within the liinitations imposed 
upon them, the farmers and agricultural workers have made 
greater efforts than this country has ever. before known, to 
produce such a harvest. 
It will be a crime if any slackness now, or taking for granted 
that it will be got in somehow, prevents us from reaping the full 
fruits of all the hard work put in over the whole countryside. 
Nothing can be left to chance. No Inore spasmodic and 
half-hearted appeals for voluntary labour to bring the harvest 
home ! The volunteers can and inust be obtained, and their 
services organised efficiently . 
Britain's own needs, the necessity to save shipping, so that 
every inch of space can be used for war materials and troops, 
the obligations that rest on us to relieve the food shortage in the 
Soviet Union, the need irnmediatE,ly the war is won to send 
foodstuffs of all kinds to the countries liberated frorn Fascisin-
all niake it essential that all possible man-power is fully mobilised 
to gather in safely Britain's record harvest. 
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Thirdly, the TRADE DISPUTE AND TRADE UNION 
ACT OF 1927. Every worker ~ows how this pernicious measure 
was placed on the Statute Book in 1927 in revenge for the Ge11eral 
Strike of the previous year. It has been the subject ·of more 
condemnation at all conferences of the Labour Movement since, 
than any other Act of Parliament.. It is a standing ba.rrier to the 
achievement of full national unity, as it is to full democratic 
rights of free association in the Labour Movement. 
-The Communist Party fully supports the efforts of the trade 
. unions associated with the Civil Service in their attempts to 
obtain the right of being affiliated to the Trades Union Congress 
and to the local Trades Councils. We endorse the recommenda-
tion of the General Council to the Trades Union Congress in 
Septelllber to accept the application of such Trade Unions as 
apply for affiliation to the T.U.C. We call for the repeal of the 
Act as a whole, and in particular and as an imrnediate urgent 
ineasure, we demand the repeal of Clauses 5 and 6 of this Act. 
At the same tirne, the Communist Party hopes that this 
question will not be allowed to develop to a point where tactical 
differences arise between the Labour Party and the Trades 
Union Congress, and that, as a means of guiding the Labour 
Movement, a joint staternent should ·now be issued by the 
National Council of Labour, clearly setting out the issues at 
stake and the line of policy that the Movement as a whole should 
pursue. 
Unity of the Labour Movement 
,A golden opportunity was provided at the Labour Party 
Conference to obtain unity and clarity on all the outstandi11g 
political issues that have arisen since the last Conference, which 
are so obviously troubling the minds of Illany Labour Party 
members. 
Instead, there seemed to be an "Llllder-estirnation of our ·life-
and-death struggle against a still formidable eneiny, and of the 
gigantic bitter battles the people have still to wage. The war as 
the dominant issue before the Conference was never brought 
out in a way that directly related every issue to it. 
The Conference took a clear and positive line on the need for 
National Unity as expressed in the electoral truce, and the need 
for Labour to take a responsible part in the National Governrnent. 
The firm support of the trade unions on this point was in no small 
degree due to the worl~ of the Communist members of the trade 
• 
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The Conference made a great stand for the m.en and women 
in the Armed Forces on pay, allowances, and pensions. It 
adopted a com.prehensive schem.e for a National Medical Service, 
and made clear its determination to secure the operation of the 
Beveridge Report. 
The Conference also gained a strong point in obtaining from 
the Executive Co:mrnittee a declaration that the attitude of 
Labour to the question of the Gove~ent after the war should 
be the subject of a special conference, which alone would have 
the right to _make the final decision on the policy to be adopted. · 
. The negative sides of the Conference were the responsibility 
of a divided leadership, froin which arises Illuch of the confusion 
a.nd inactivity of the local Labour Parties. If ever the Labour 
leaders had the duty of putting their own house in order, and 
saving the breath expended on lectures to the Co:mrnunist Party 
on political morality and unity, that time is now . 
It is the urgent duty now of every serious-niinded man and 
woman in the Labour Movernent and by that I m.ean the 
Labour Party, the Cornm.unist Party, the Trade Unions and 
Co-operative Movement-=-to work as never before to close the ranks 
and to win agreem.ent on a comm.on policy, tactics and leader-
ship, that can confound Labour's enernies at hom.e and abroad . ~ 
In rejecting the affiliation of the Co:mrnunist Party to the 
Labour Party, however, a splendid· chance of unifying and 
strengthening the whole Labour Movelllent was lost. 
Our fight for affiliation to the Labour Party has been a splendid 
political campaign. Every minute of it has been well worth while. 
It will have permanent results. To have won the Ininers, the 
engineers and locornen, and Illany other important trade unions, _ 
backed by the support of thousands of· branches of the whole 
Labo~ Movernent, is a splendid achievernent. 
The campaign has strengthened the war effort, given a new 
conception 9f unity in field, factory" and workshop, and helped 
forward class consciousness and political up.derstanding. 
None appreciate better than those who opposed Communist 
affiliation the new life, knowledge and vision that · our campaign 
has brought. The vehemence and nature of their opposition 
show that they understand what this new awakening Illeans in 
the future for them and tJ1e policies they represent. 
The narrow prejudices and caluninies will not last for ever. 
Experience ~and events will soon sweep them into the lirnbo of 
forgotten things. There will be increased co.-operation between 
Labour and Co:mrnunist Party members in the factories, localities. 
and Labour organisations. 
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We are confident the ~upporters of working-class unity will 
fight in this spirit at the coining irnportant Trade Union Con-
ferences at which the question of Conununist affiliation is on the 
agenda. 
We shall continue our fight for working-class unity and the 
affiliation of the Cornrnunist Party to the Labour Party, in order 
to develop in the Labour Movement a united fighting policy 
against Fascis:m abroad and reaction at hollle, that will be a 
rallying point for the whole nation in pursuance of genuine 
deinocratic, anti-Fascist aillls. 
We express our readiness to n~eet the Executive Committee 
of the Labour Party at any tiine they so desire, to discuss imme-
diate f orins of co-operation;. We hope also that an end will now 
be made to actions that seek to prevent local co-operation 
between all sections of the Labour Movement on issues of cornrno11 
' 
conceni.. It will be found in practice tl1at wherever such local 
co-operation takes place, a lasting b~sis for more permanent 
co-operation can be gained, and the way opened for an all-round 
strengthening of the Labour Party, increasing its authority and 
influence in the leadership of Britain in war, and guaranteeing 
the solution of post-war problems in the interests of the conunon 
people. .. 
And here let me emphasise one point. Gigantic problems will 
face the people of this country after the war, which will require 
. all the strength of a united Labour Movement. There is a type of 
propaganda currently spread by some of the leadership of the 
Labour Movement, wl1ich seeks to suggest that a New Britain 
- can be won without struggle, along the path of peaceful co-
operation with the great Inonopoly capitalists, with Labour as a 
junior partner. Hence they are indifferent to the ql-1estion of 
unity of the Labour Movement, and even oppose it, because they 
know that such a united Movement will never accept the per-
manent rule of monopoly capitalism. But every serious Socialist 
and Trade Unionist knows that the New Britain for which we 
strive can only be Won at the expense of the interests of monopoly 
capital and in ceaseless struggle against the reactionary policies 
of monopoly capital. Therefore unity of the Labour Moveinent 
is more than ever essential. 
The Communist Party 
When the decision had bee11 take11 to dissolve the Cornnlunist 
International, we noted the i:mrnediate reaction of those who 
are so bitterly opposed to the affiliation of the Co:mrnunist Party 
16 
ill to the Labour Party. It was to the effect that the Communist 
ri- Party in Britain should also be dissolved. If ever there was a 
ie case of the wish being father to the thought, this is it. 
The Communist Party is born out of the historical conditions of 
te British capitalism in exactly the same way as the Labour Party. 
~r It is no foreign importation. Its principal leaders were all 
:y tnetnbers of the Labour Party, I.L.P., Social Democratic Federa--
a ti on or the British Socialist Party before they merged to f orll1 
Le the Cornrnunist Party. 
The Cornrnunist Party is an integral part of the British Labour 
'e Movement, born out of British conditions and developing its 
~- work in them guided by the world outlook of Marxism and 
w Colllrnunisrn. Since its formation in 1920 the Cornrnunist PartJr 
n has ceaselessly fought to defend tl1e interests of the workers, to 
n defend the Soviet U1~ion, to save peace, and to bring about the 
tl unity of the Labour Movement that is vital for the advance to 
Lt Socialism. 
d We did not succeed in saving peace or establishing unity but 
d we did help very considerably in preventing the bosses fro111 
g lowering wages and increasing exploitation as much as they wot1ld 
n have liked in 1921, 1926 and 1931. We did rally support for 
Spain. · We did fight 1\Iunich, and launched the campaign: 
11 '' Chamberlain lVIust Go.'' 
·e The Cornrn11nist Party was the first to warn of the dangers 
)f of Fascism, to try and achieve working-class unity and the 
.e People's Front. If we had s11cceeded, Fascism would have been 
n defeated without war, and a heavy responsibility rests on those 
~- Labour leaders vvhose power and influence have always specialised 
a in fighting Con1rnunisrn and not Capitalism. 
~f Our political carnpaigns during the ·war have strengthened the 
Y morale of the people, drawn Britain and the Soviet Union closer 
together than ever before, helped to cement bonds of solidarity 
,t with the Chinese people, fought for the just demands of the 
e Indian people, and defended the daily interests of the common 
V people of Britain, exposed the Fifth Col11rnn and anti .. SeIUitism, 
s ~nd helped improve production. 
t The Cornrnunist Party cannot be· separated from the working. 
class rnoveITlent by any o~lurnnies or provocation. It is bone of 
its bone and flesh of its flesh. Beoause of this, everything ta 
which the Cornrnu.nist Party sets its hand not only def ends the 
present interests of the working class, but at the same time 
t safeguards their futµ:re interests as well. 
o The Colllrnunist Party has always worked, and will contint1e to 
v work, to preserve, · develop and ritili§e t<J th~ fµlle~~ ~~tt1nt ·the 
17 
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democratic rights of public speech, press, assembly, organisation, 
·representation in Parliament, Local Governinent and other 
public bodies, in order to advance the best interests of the people 
and secure a Government truly representative of the majority 
of the nation. 
When we declare at the same time that the working-class 
movement 1nust be prepared to face the use of violent methods 
by reaction, the experience of many countries . and especially 
the experience of Fascisrn has borne this out, and our viewpoint 
is shared by many representatives within the Labour Party. 
The one thing that can make possible the transfer of power to 
the working class with a Ininimurn of resistance is a powerful 
and united Labour l\1overnent with a strong and resolute leader-
ship. 
There is sornething unreal and hypocritical in the attitude of 
Labour leaders trying to make out that there cannot be any 
11nity between the Labour Party and the Conununist Party 
because one believes in ''persuasion '' and the other in ''force,'' 
when for four years the world has been using force on a scale 
never before known, so that reaction can be prevented from 
triumphing over those who believe in democracy and the right 
of the popular will to prevail. 
We are sure our Congress will endorse the recotru:nendation to 
go ahead with our fight ~or Unity and Victory through a nation-
wide political campaign of the most imposing character t11is 
country has yet seen organised-a campaign that has for its 
object the winning of the war in the shortest space of time, the 
making of a peace which will guarantee that the dark forces of 
reaction shall never again foment war, the strengthening of 
working-class unity through mass recruitment to the Labour 
Party, Conununist Party, Trade Unions and Co-operatives, the 
gaining of new adh~rents in the payment of the political levy, 
and the strengthening of workshop organisation. -
The building of a mass Conununist Party in Britain is the 
most decisive factor in achieving an all-round strengthening of 
the Labour, Trade Union and Co-operative Movement, and 
through tl~is increasing the power of the working-class rnovernent 
as a whole. It is the unity, determination, and organisation of 
the working class that provide the sole guarantee that, after the 
unconditional surrender of Fascism we can proceed along the road 
that leads to Socialism and a glorious futl-1.fe for the cominon 
people of our country. 
That is why we .n1ust tighten_ up our Party organisation~ 
e:psur{} th~t ~ll W9f~ ts well planned &nd. o:rganised; In&ke our 
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Party Branch meetings centres of local public interest ; f orrnulate 
our policies in accordance with local circumstances and demands ; 
obtain the widest sales of all our literature, do everything in our 
power to support the Daily Worker, spread its rnessage, figl1t to 
carry out its lead, build up its finances. 
Let it be a rnatter of pride that we are all clear in the payment 
of our Party dues, that it is as much a Inatter of honour to have a 
clear Party card as it is to have a clear Trade Union card. 
Have confidence and pride in the Party, because it is the one 
Party in the country that nothing can split or disunite, that no 
frame-up or provocation can destroy. Be proud to recruit to it, 
avoid all narrowness and sectarianisrn, and in this way build up 
that mighty Communist Party that can lead the way forward 
at every stage of the struggle . . 
Let us rejoice that we carry forward in our time the same 
deathless spirit and enthusiasm that prompted the old pioneers 
of the Labour Movernent to take their stand at street corners 
amidst scorn and jeers in their propaganda for Socialism. Let 
their conception become the flarning rnessage and inspiration. 
which our Party, too, will blazon wherever :men and women 
foregather . 
For we stand for the niost glorious principles that hurnanity · 
has ever known-the principles of Socialislil, that conception 
of society in which exploitation of m.an by Inan has been ended, 
in which the robbery of the poor by the rich is brought to an 
end, in which every industry and every acre of land is serving 
a useful constructive purpose in society, in whicl1 poverty, 
unemployrnent and war shall be unknown, and production ,have 
no limits: Socialisrn-tl1at state of class-less society, in whicl1 
human personality and dignity will reach their full stature, and 
the arts, crafts and sciences flourish as never before. 
In short, we fight for that forin of society in which all the 
resources of civilisation have only one aim-to serve the happiness 
and well-being of mankind. 
TRADE UNION POLICY 
Report by PETER KERRIGAN 
It is absolutely vital for all trade unionists to UI?-derstand the 
difference in this war from the last, and, therefore, the different 
attitude the workers should adopt. 
The alternatives before llS are either a victory of the United 
Nations, the re-emergence of the working-class-movement in 
Europe, ~the preservation of the Socialist sixth ot the world, and 
the establishment of a firIU basis for us going forward to 
19 ' 
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Socialism in this country ; or the triuinph of Fascism, ·Lidices for 
South Wales, Durham, Yorkshire and Scotland, the destruction 
of the workers' movement in Britain, the destruction of the 
Socialist sixth of the world, and with that, the postponeinent of 
Socialism. for generations. 
Every trade unionist should understand clearly the New Order 
and the Nazi Labour Code. 
We will be foolish if we think it can't happen here. There 
are those among the employers in this country who would like to 
apply these methods. Soine do try to introduce them, but we 
have our workshop and T.U. organisation, which protects us 
fairly effectively · against these people. It is necessary to 
strengthen that organisation. 
There must be in the region of 20,000,000 who could be orga-
nised in trade unions or professional associations. Yet there 
are little over 8,000,000 Trade Unionists in Britain at this moment. 
With less than 50 per cent. organised, we face the problem of 
strengtl~ening the movement quickly and effectively. 
Our whole aim should be to create trade unionists in the full 
sense, trade unionists accepting every responsibility for all the 
tasks of the union, and imbued with the highest desire to serve 
. a.nd make still more powerful this tremendous creation " rhich · 
was born over two centuries ago in these islands. 
On wages policy, our aim is to prevent rises in prices, extending 
rationing and price control to all goods, and support for all 
measures that increase production of food and utility goods, 
subject to over-riding war needs. 
Comrade Kerrigan then read out the points on Wages 
Policy from the Resolution. 
Dealing with trade unions and production, I want to put the 
principal emphasis on the Factory and Pit Production Com-
mittees a11d efficiency on Site Committees. In other words, get 
the problein tackled on the job. The production idea is not 
inerely one for Inining or engineering, shipbuilding and steel. 
In this war it applies to all industries, i.e., docks, rails, passenger 
and road transport-in fact, all forms of land and sea transport, 
building, textiles, as well as the other so-called secondary industries. 
It is important to face the facts. Everything is not well. Even 
the existing Inachinery is not being utilised as it should. Major 
Lloyd George's statement that only one in four of pit production 
cornrnittees is operating s~tisfactorily is serious, especially when 
we consider the coal situation today. ·' 
We demand from the Governrnent irnrnediate coal rationing. 
That will keep the war industry going while supplying domestic 
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coal for the war workers. Make no mistake about the desperate 
need for coal that the creation of a Second Front would at once 
dernand. 
Here I would issue a word of warning. It will be a tragedy 
if, owing to the incornpetence of the Government and coal owners, 
the long overdue cornpensation to the miners in r~gard to com-
pensation for silicosis and pneurnonicosis leads to any fall in coal 
. 
production. This is why we have put forward our Communist 
policy for the Inining industry. Some of these proposals I Inep-
tion now. 
Comrade Kerrigan then went over the points on Mining 
.from tlie Resolution. 
The main thing the trade unions require to concentrate upon 
is the developrnent of the initiative of the workers at all stages 
in the productive process. That is why we put as our first pro-
position day to day co-operation on production questions at all 
levels within the enterprise. This will also overcome the tendency 
to isolation of the Factory J.P.C.s which has occurred in a number 
of cases. 
Continuous reporting back to the worker is of great irnportance. 
It is a very much neglected question. 
On the District Production Machinery, particularly from the 
T.U.C. side, I would say that the main problem in many cases is 
to create the machinery. Even in engineering, the District Trade 
Union Prod11ction Conunittees have not been set up in all cases. 
What is required is that the positive steps already taken in 
engineering for the co-ordination of the J.P.C.s under District 
Trade Union Production Committees should be followed first in 
shipbuilding b:y· the Confederation Unions applying the same 
Inethods to the co-ordination of the Yard Conunittees, this to 
be extended to all other vital war industries. 
Sir Walter Citrine, writing in the press some months ago, made 
a very realistic estimate of the growing importance of the Shop 
Stewards. This approach has been forced on Sir Walter because 
all hackneyed allegations about the disruptive role of the Shop 
Stewards and Factory Cornrnittees have been falsified in practice. 
They have proved in deeds that whenever the workers exercise 
their initiative, unity and power, the goods are produced. The 
Shop Stewards can be proud that, despite all obstacles, they are 
chiefly responsible for the kind of speeches that are now being 
~ade by Mr. Ernest Bevin and Mr. Lyttelton in regard to the 
favourable production position. 
There are certain disruptive elements who try to prove that it 
l1as all led to a worsening of the workers' conditions. Where ca11 
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a single fact be brought forward to prove this ? If it is said it 
will lead in post-war years to a_ worsening of the workers' condi-
tions, I reply that this is sheer def eat ism, a lack of confidence in the 
working class, and the doctrine of those who shout loud when we 
are in a life and death struggle against Fascism but are the first 
to capitulate in ordinary peace-time conditions. 
That is why we say, if the union executives got together, they 
could m.ake proposals that in an enlightened way would overco:me 
constitutional difficulties and create the closest and ·niost authori-
tative association of the workshop representatives of the unions. 
The main thing to note with regard to building union organisa-
tion is the need to win the great Inass of workers, to concentrate 
specially on consolidating the position in the newly organised 
industries, some of which, like radio and the motor car industry, 
have only been effectively organised for the first time since the 
war. 
The women of Britain have done a niagnificent job in industry 
since this war has begun. It represents a revolution in British 
industry, carried through in the face of terrific obstacles, and our 
Conununist Party can be proud of the contribution its members 
have made to this rnagnificent achievement. Yet rnuch Inore 
requires to be done so that the full glorious contribution of the 
women can be made in industry to speedy victory. 
The tragedy of the present position in respect to the trade 
unions is that they appear to be more concerned with financial 
Inembership than the part won1en can play in industry. The 
organisation of the niass of new wonien entrants into industry, 
especially the war industries, will be greatly facilitated if the 
main Unions concerned-T. & G.W.U., Municipal and General 
Workers, A.E.U., B.I.S.A.K.T.A.-not only get together with the 
T.U.C., but agree on a common policy and together undertake the 
job in a co-operative way. 
There are Inany problern~ to be tackled · in respect to women 
in industry, and all Inust be tackled. The principal one ill my 
• • • 
op1n1on is ~ages. 
If the trade unions are really serious-and it is surely our 
intention they should be so-then; in order to establish the rate 
for the job in Engineering, they i~equire to start by getting an 
agreement that gives to every woman entering the industry the same 
wage for starting as is paid to the niale labourers. 
In looking to the futl1re, _the trade union movement will have 
to fight for a new era of rnodern apprenticeship and training. 
In the building, cotton, engineering and Inining industries, 
schemes of one kind or another have either been proposed or 
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actually adopted. Only the clearest policy, and strongest pressure 
of the trade unions will guarantee the adoption of such scheines 
for each and every industry. 
But parallel with this, the trade unions need a new conception 
of youth trades unionislll. · The future strength of the unions, 
their role in the country's life, depend upon the extent to which 
the rising generation of workers can be attracted to and organised 
in the unions. 
Let every trade unio11 re-exarnine this problem, establish the 
necessary Inachinery Inake a bold appeal to yoi.,lllg workers and 
the results would astound us. 
The fable of high wages among the youth has been effectively 
debunked again by the figures for earnings issued yesterday in 
the Ministry of Labour Survey for January, 1943. Average 
weekly earnings, including overtime and bonus, of £2 5s. ld. for 
boys, and of £1 12s. ld. for girls, underline our deniand for a wage 
for age scale for all youth as a rninirnurn. 
There is a rnost important probleni affecting the unions at 
the rnornent, wl1.en they are expanding in rnernbership. It is the 
staffing of the branches by local officials. In sonie, such as the 
A.E.U., there is such a dearth of rneinbers able and willing to take 
on jobs as branch secretaries, etc., that the formation of new 
branches and the recruitment of new Inernbers are definitely being 
impeded. Existing branches have Inore than their stipulated 
quota of members, and the service to those inside these branches 
is naturally affected as well. 
It would repay the unions a thousandfold if they set up 
Inachinery designed to produce these officials from the thousands 
of young enthusiastic Inernbers at present in the unions and 
joining every day. Suclr action would be one of the finest invest-
ments ever made by the trade union movement in this country. 
This brings up another matter that cannot be glossed over. 
The existing branch life was never at a lower ebb. After rneeting 
all allowances for long hours, travelling, war time strain, etc., it 
has to be recognised that we are faced with a critical position. 
There is a very high degree of trade union activity in the 
factories, pits, jobs, rail, or transport depots, yet much of this 
is 11.0t reflected in the branches. Union branches with 500-1,000 
members are attended by anything from 6 to 30 Inem.bers, · 
It is an exceptio~al branch that has niore tha11 50 turning up ~ 
:regularly. Some unions, like the Boilermakers, have branche~ 
that go fro:µi IDonth to Inonth ~nd year to year witpo-µt a :m~eting1 
1tnd only collect union contributions, What is necessary is to 
win the shop ~nd job stewardi to a rea,lis~tion of the iwportance 
~ 
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of the branch, and to bring the factory and pit proplerns into the 
branch. Most unions stipulate expressly that all policy questions 
have in any case to be taken up first through branch and district 
organisations of the union. Wages, policy, hours, and all political 
issues go via these channels, and the election to policy-Inaking 
bodies of the union, T.U.C. or Labour Party in the sarne way. 
An 11nderstanding of this, plus the drive froin above, with steps 
to improve the conduct of Ineetings, enhancing their edt1cational 
value, and giving the members a pride in their union, can trans-
f orni this situation. 
Out of the last war came a whole spate of arnalganiations. Two 
typical examples are the arna1ganiations out of which emerged 
the Amalgamated Engineering Union and the Transport and 
General Workers Union in their present forms. These are now 
the two largest 11nions in Britain. 
During this war there is a, general feeling towards amalgama-
tion. The most irnportant step in this direction has been the 
decision of the Miners' Federation to create one mining union for 
the whole of Great Britain. 
The steps of the three Railway Unions on joint wages policy, 
and the association of the A.E.U. and Foundry Workers with the 
Confederation of Engineering and Shipbuilding Unions are wel-
come first steps. They are but first steps. That amalgamation is 
possible between kindred unions with a common purpose is 
further shown by the recent merger of the Scottish Monumental 
Masons and the Amalgamated Union of Brass Trade Workers, and 
the very welcome steps under way between the National Union 
of Fo11ndry Workers, the Scottish Brassmoulders and the Central 
Iron Dressers. The Inethod of tackling the job by these last three 
is a model to be studied by all of us. 
The role of the trade councils as local co-ordinating bodies 
, 
requires continuous attention from the trade union movement. 
In the drive for production and the co-ordination of production 
efforts locally they can occupy a unique place. Recently Glasgow 
Trades Council's Production Conference focL1ssed the attention of 
the m_overnent in Scotland on the things required to iinprove 
Ulatters. No campaign for 100 per cent. trade unionism, or on 
. the special problenis of women and youth trade unionists, or, 
for that m_atter, improvements in tl1e E.W.0., can be effective 
without full use of the trades councils. In England and Wales 
the ending of Circular 16 can be the nieans of giving a big and 
fresh l.rnpetUB to all tr~des council work on behalf of the trade 
. . . 
u.niop, moveµient, 
1· .. • ... 
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Oo,mrade Kerrigan then dealt unth section,s of the 
Resolution on (Jo-ordiriation of Trade Union Policy, Post-
War Legislation and Trade Unions, and th,e Labour 
Party. He continued :-
The unions are handicapped by the shackles imposed by the 
Trades Disputes Act, which Inust be repealed. But part of the 
fight against this iniquitous Ineasure is the effort to get a I 00 p_er 
payinent of the political levy. The disproportion between total 
nUinbers in the various unions and those paying the political 
levy is m.ost Inarked in the A.E.U. and the Craft unions. Any 
serious carnpaign to overcome this position should include a close 
exaIUination of the means by_ which such unions as the National ,. 
Union of Distributive and A.llied Workers and the National 
Union of Railwaymen have achieved their present good position 
in t,his respect. 
Naturally, unity of the working class demands the affiliation 
of the Coininunist Party to the Labour Party and full rights for 
all affiliated trade unionists inside the Labour Party. _ The 
Labour Party could not but be stronger with Inen like Arthur 
Horner, Abe Moffat, Wal Hannington, Joe Scott, Sarn Henderson, 
Bert Papworth, Tirn Burns corning in fully into the Councils of 
the Party. 
-Conlrades, this is our policy. It is based on the concept that 
· actuates our Party, narne~y that we have no other interests tha.n 
those of our class. 
The trade union rnovernent of this country can be trans-
f orrned as a result of the operation of this policy now and for the · 
post-war period. We have confidence in our class. Never in 
our history in Britain have the workers so clearly proved their 
capacity to organise industry. Let us fight now for the ·policy in 
this resolution and in our Trade. Union Policy Mernorandurn, and 
no one " rill be in the position to drive the working class back ·to 
pre-war conditions. 
United within this country, we can strengthen· the bonds of 
international trade union unity, in the first instance based on 
the work of the Anglo-Soviet Trade Unions Comrnittee, bvt 
embracing the unions of the U.S.A., China, the Dorn_inions and 
Colonies, as well as the trade unions that will re-emerge froin t4e 
prison house of Europe after the def eat r of Fascisrn. 
It is with this objective that we deinand froin all our Inenibers 
their utinost selfless effort to help the trade unio11 rnovenient of 
Britain to achiev~ this pre·elllinent objective, . . 
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INDIA 
Points frorri the Speech introducing the Resolution, by 
J. R. SCOTT 
THE responsibility for the situation in India at the present 
rnornent, rnainly lies with the British Governrnent, but the 
British people rnust also take this as part of their responsibility, 
to see that this policy is changed. The old systern and old methods 
must go. The Indian people are human beings like ourselves, 
and have the same hatred against Fascism as 011rselves. · 
Let us campaign for the release of all anti-fascist political 
prisoners. If this is successful, it will mean great strides in the 
development of the anti-fascist front. 
The people of India are living linder the threat of invasion. 
Just because the newspapers are keeping the question of India 
very quiet, we rnust never forget this fact. 
We must get the working-class organisations, the Labour 
Party, seriously interested in the question of India, and seriously 
concerned. Working-class organisations should be united on this 
matter. 
If all India's people were drawn into the struggle against 
Fa.scisrn, we would have one trernendo1-1s 1-Inited fighting force 
which wo1-1Jd ensure the defeat of Fascisin for all tiines. 
GREETINGS TO ALL PEOPLES 
Resolution moved by J. R. CA:MPBELL 
THE people of the Allied Nations are waiting impatiently for 
the news that at last tl1e British and American forces have 
landed on the Continent of Europe for the great battle of libera-
tion. But our impatience is slight com.pared with that of the 
conquered nations dwelling in Hitler's prison hou_se; the nations 
to whom we send our greetings to-day. They have the right to 
be impatient, for they are living under oonditions such as have no 
parallel in the history of mankind. 
When our bombers blast the cities of Germany, Goebbels' 
propaganda hounds wail aloud about the destruction of the 
heritage of European culture. We do not forget, however, that 
culture is preserved by living men and women who in Europe 
to-day are being starved, tortured and massacred in the interests 
of the Nazi war lord~ and arinanient rnillion.~U'es, 
26 
~s, 
~al 
he 
)ll. 
Lia 
;ly 
• 
118 
LSt 
·ce 
... 
:or 
ve 
~a-
he 
ns 
to 
no 
ls' 
he 
.at 
pe 
:;ta 
We do not forget that in France, the great heart of European 
civilisation, the urban population is in the grip of semi-starvation ; 
the great white scourge of tuberculosis is decimating the child 
population. We do not forget that 30,000 French patriots have 
been shot or guillotined ; that a quarter of a million are dying of 
hunger and torture in the prisons and cainps. 
That. is why we greet the heroic struggle of Fra11ce, the un-
uniforrned Horne Guards, tl1e Franc-Tireurs, and the partisans, 
who are exacting their toll of the hated enemy. That is why we 
greet the formation of the French Co:mrnittee of Liberation, and 
hope that it will achieve lasting unity on a democratic basis with 
the utmost speed. 
. 
It is helping forward this unity on the basis of the will of the 
French people, which Inust prevail over the intrigues of the 
interested British and Ainerican groups. 
The issue is not whether we shall have a French Governm.ent 
ttnder British interest, or a French GoVernrnent m-ider American 
influence, but a . French Government UI-ider French infl.uence-
under the influence of the great Inajority of the French people 
struggling for their rightful place in Europe. 
We greet the conquered peoples of Europe ; the Norwegian 
people who have swainped tl1eir Quislings in a raging sea of 
hatred; the Yugoslav guerillas who grow stronger in ba~ttle 
against the Axis forces ; the Czech workers. Above all, we greet 
the enslaved workers toiling in Hitler Germany itself. We are 
sure that as the promise of liberation draws nearer, they will 
ITlake their Nazi murderers regret the day when they brought 
these enslaved millions to ~oil for German war industry. 
And we do not forget the anti-Fascist fighters in Germany and 
Italy. We wish they were more numerous. We would like to 
have seen more protests at the violence and horror committed in 
their naine. But we will not allow our justified irnpatience to 
lead us to support the degrading clamour for indiscriminate 
punishrn~nt of the German people. Let it be, Death to the Fascist 
'V\T arlords ! Death to the Fascist millionaires ! Punishment to 
the fiends ! But let it also mean the beginning of a new life for 
those Germans and Italians who desire democracy and peace. 
We ask the Gerinan and Italian workers not to wait supinely for 
the military defeat of Gerrnany and Italy, but to facilitate that 
defeat by winning their own freedom and stabbing their own 
tyrants in the back. 
The opening of the offensive against Japan recalls to our minds 
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the heroic Chinese people, the vanguard of the peoples of Asia, 
who for six long years have resisted the power of Japanese 
imperialism. They could be helped enormously if fighting along-
side thern were the Indian people. v\T e are conscience-stricken 
when we read of the heroism. of the 4th Indian Division in North 
Africa, fighting for British freedom at a moment when l11.dia is 
still denied self-government. We cannot allow this blow at 011r 
11.ational honour to remain. 
And mobilised alo11.gside us for the invasion of E"L1rope are ot1r 
Arrierican comrades. We are glad that many of them have been 
able to spend time with us in our own country. We are grateful 
-for the aid they have given us by Lease-Lend and in many other 
ways. We welcorne the contribution they are rnaking to the 
cornrnon cause, and we note with regret that there appear to be 
crirninal, short-sighted Arnericans who hate Roosevelt more than 
Hitler, and who would rather see the New Deal destroyed than 
Fascisrn. We say, therefore, that the great United States will 
best advance the day of final vTictory by acting, not in the spirit 
of Wall Street and Teapot Dorne, but in the spirit of Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
-Finally, to our great and invincible Socialist Ally, the Soviet 
Union. Without discounting the contribution of all the other 
nations, we glory in the fact that it was a Soviet country which 
broke the offensive power of Hitler, and we know at what ter1~ible 
cost that has been accomplished-the great Socialist cities razed 
to the ground, millions of the civilian population massacred. 
We know the exceptional hardships being endured by our Soviet 
coinrades at the present Inornent, and we pledge ourselves to do 
our utmost to speed the Second Front, which means speedy 
victory. 
We welcorne the fact that the fate of Britain and the Soviet 
Union is now linked by Treaty. We believe that this Treaty will 
not only be an instrument of war, but an instrurnent for the 
continued co-operation, econornic and political, of the two 
countries in creating unbounded prosperity for both peoples. 
Surveying the fronts of battle, estimating the losses yet to be 
. borne, we do not forget our internationalism. Horror and suffer-
ing have been inflicted on mankind because groups of selfish 
rulers have thol-1ght that they could live for themselves alone. 
We know that we are living in a world where the fate of all the 
peoples is, for good and evil, linked together. That is why today, 
the day of battle, we reject policies of narrow nationalism and 
revenge, and pledge our faith in the brotherhood of all mankind. 
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BRITAIN TODAY AND TOMORROW 
.. 
Report by R. PALME DUTT 
JN this resolution we place before yon our proposals for the 
Ineasures which we believe the Governn1.ent should carry 
through now, botl1 in order to strengthen organisation on the 
home front for victory and to prepare for after the war: 
The Communist Party, which fights in the forefront of victory 
over Fascism, fights at the same time for every living need of the 
people, and for a new society i11 which the evils of war and poverty 
shall be ended and the people shall becollle masters of their 
country. 
We have our post-war policy, but our approach is different 
from sorne of the Inetl1ods of approach that are put forward 
today. lVIr. Morrison last week gave the advice to the Labour 
Party propagandists to spend three-quarters of their time on post-
'var issues. We are not giving that advice to our Party or to the 
Labour Movement. If the nation were to spend three-quarters 
of its ti1ne on post-war issues, there would not be much hope for 
after the war. 
In the closing stages of the last war there was rnuch talk of 
post-war reconstruction. Many promises were Illade whicl1 are 
to-day remembered with bitterness. Those hopes and promises 
came to nothing beca11se the conditions for their realisation "'~ere 
not firmly understood, and the Labour Movement was not ready, 
was not strong enough, to Inaster the problems which confronted 
it after the war. 
We are determined that that experience shall not be repeated. 
Therefore our approach is realist through and through. 
. In our view there can be no separation, no sharp dividing line, 
between the war and after the war. The future grows out of. the 
present. To the extent we fulfil our responsibilities today, carry 
forward democratic war organisation, break the sabotage o~ vested 
interests and build up the strength and unit~)r of the I--'abour 
Movement, to that extent shall we be strong to go forward after 
the war. This understanding governs our resolution. 
In our view there are three pillars for post-war advance, the 
foundations of which we need to establish by our actions now. 
First, victory over Fascism, frorn which all else IIlust follow; 
second, unity of the Labour Movement, without which all paper 
SJheines for post-war reconstruction will remain on paper because 
the power to ensure their realisation is not being Inobilised-
that was the vital weakness of the decisions of the Labour Party 
Conference; third, irmnediate Ineasures which need to be carried 
through now on the home front both in order to strengthen the 
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war organisation, the conditions and the IUOrale of the people, 
a.nd to prepare the way for post-war advance. 
The programme of these im.rnediate measures is the l1eart of 
our resolution. These measures need to be carried through, and 
can be carried through, within the framework of national unity. 
They are not basic changes, they are reforms, vital iri the interests 
of the war effort, on Which agreement can and Inust be won; but 
to win thein will require all the efforts and active carnpaigni11g of 
. the Labour Moverrlent. 
Comrade Dutt then outlined the ser·ies of inimediate 
rrieasures proposed in the resolution, covering the Beveridge 
Report; Housing and Town and Country Planning; a 
National Health Systeni; Educational Reform; Im-
provement of Youth Conditions ; Civilian Pensions ; 
Service Pay; Pensions and Allowances; Taxation; 
Local Government Ref orni ; Food and Agriculture ; 
State Control and Industry. 
This brings us to the question of Britain's future after the war. 
I have briefly outlined the Inain lines of our policy during the 
war. Can anyone fail to see that if we carry out these measures 
during the war and at the sarrie time build up and strengthen the 
tinity of . the Labour Movement, we shall be in an enormously 
stronger position for advance after the war ? 
Gigantic problerris will face the British people. Let us not 
under-estini.ate their magnitude. Already the key issue is looming 
large- monopoly or the people, which shall dominate in Britain ? 
Sorrietirnes the question is put as if the solution were easy. 
Dress up the capitalist-monopolists in a new guise with a State 
blessing. Call them Public Boards. Lord Ashfield of the London 
Traffic Trust becomes Lord Ashfield of the London Passenger 
Transport Board, and everything is solved. The solution is not 
so easy. 
This is not the end of monopoly, it is the highest peak o 
monopoly in association with the State. Therefore what was 
stressed in Comrade Pollitt's report is absolutely right-the new 
and better Britain will not be won easily and without struggle. 
The old traditional basis of British econorriy, the old basis o 
monopoly and restriction, of a privileged position sheltered in 
dwindling markets, of a vast tribute from the colonial peoples 
has been undermined by the consequences of the war. It canno 
be rebuilt in the old forlll. The future must lie along other paths. 
But make no mistake. The old traditional interests will fight 
are fighting, to rebuild that old position- on the backs of th 
workers. They are demanding lower standards after the war. 
Their propaganda, like the Industrialists' Manifesto, or the 
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evidence of the Employers' Confederation to the Beveridge Com.-
mission, indicate that Britain after the war, with a colossal war 
debt and shrinking Inarket, will not be able to afford extended 
social services, and so on. They weep tears for the Sillall holders 
of war debt except when they congratulate thernselves on the 
increased stability they expect from these srnall holdings. (It 
Illight be pointed out that the holdings of the Sinall holders are 
not one-tenth of the prospective war deb~ at the end of the war, 
and they could be easily protected.) 
These reactionary monopolist forces demand lower standards 
after the war to rnaintain these burdens, and to fight for Inarkets 
and to rebuild their foreign investinents. They look again to a 
world of international cut-throat economic conflict or corrupt 
restrictive rings ; to build anew the towering edifice of n1onopoly 
and restriction, of profits for the few and misery for the many-
in the face of the modern possibilities of plenty for all. We Inust 
resist that offensive. 
We see a different future for Britain. The future for Britain 
is not black-provided that the working class and the people are 
strong to seize their opportunities. There has been a gigantic 
advance in productive developinent. Vast new plant has been 
constructed which can be turned to peace purposes. There has 
been a vast increase in the trained labour of millions, including 
"''om.en workers, not previo11sly drawn into industry. There has 
been enorm_ous technical and scientific development. We are 
only at the~ beginning of the new possibilities modern Science is 
• 
opening. 
The Conununist Party stands with rnodern Science. In· con-
trast to the p.iggardly treatrnent of Science at the hands of the 
old State and the monopolists, we stand for the fullest support 
and developm.ents and facilities for scientific research, and the 
fullest utilisation of the great discoveries of Science in the interests 
of the nation. It is .the scientists and the workers in alliance who 
will build the new Britain. 
In place of the tribute froin the domination of colonial peoples, 
we see a glorious future of expanding productive relations with 
the liberated colonial peoples, in assisting their rapid develop-
ment, and in all the tasks of international reconstruction in the 
new world relations of the democratic peoples following the 
defeat of Fascism and the. victory of the United Nations. All this 
can be achieved. Great new possibilities open up, provided that 
the Labour, dernocratic and progressive forces are strong, ·united, 
and have bold, determined leadership to respond to the new 
tasks. To achieve this the people must conquer rnonopoly. 
What is necessary 1 The controls established dw.ing th~ WfU' 
31 
in respect of industry, finance and trade must be maintained 
and carried forward after the war, in the face of any reactionary 
offensive to break them down. But it is not enough to fight for 
carrying forward State control. The question is : In whose 
interest, the monopolists or the people ? The controls must be 
Inaintained and carried forward in the hands of a Governrnent 
representing and responsive to the Labour and democratic forces, 
in such a way that they are used in the interests of productive 
advance in the task of post-war reconstruction and not for 
strengthening the power of the monopoly combines. 
Capitalism cannot solve the problems of poverty and insecurity. 
We declare that in order to solve successfully the problems which 
"'~ill follow the war, the people of Britain, led by the working-class 
n1overnent, rnust set themselves to establish national ownership 
and control of all the k~f industries and services, land, finance 
and foreign trade. Nothing must be allowed to hinder this. No 
fair-seeming words can hide, or must be allowed to hide, this 
central issue frorn the people. 
The tasks of national post-war planning and reconstruction in 
Britain are bound up with the international situation. Just as . 
nationally we build from the present to the future, so inter· 
nationally we must carry for,vard the unity of the United Nations 
from war conditions to after the war. We rnust solve the pro-
blems of all nations in accordance with the provisions of the 
Atlantic Charter. 
We do not prophesy what will follow the defeat of-Fascisrn in 
Gerrnany. But we will not allow pro-fascisrn, pacifisrn or any 
forni of appeasement to interfere with or weaken the Inerciless 
rneasures which rnust be taken for the punishrnent and wiping 
out of the fascist war criminals and their accomplices, or any 
measures necessary to prevent new aggression of German Fascism 
or militarism. 
At the same time we shall not allow Vansittartisrn or Wardlaw 
Milne-ism to interfere with the genuine anti-fascist forces of the 
German people when they waken and advance, as they finally 
will advance, to the destrl,1ction of German Fascist dorninatio11 
and of the alliance of the Junkers with the heavy industrialists, 
whose power was left undisturbed after the revolution of· 1918. 
We stand for a world system of security to prevent new aggres-
sion. We sta11d for international economic reconstruction. We 
welcome the initial res11lts of the Conference at Hot Springs. 
We stand for the right of all colonial peoples to self ~determination. 
In _all this we see the conditions arising from. the present . 
world _struggle of the united peoples against Faacislll, and from the 
future downfall ofFtiscism, as opening th~ W!1Y to fSie!1t ¢le:µiocr*1tic 
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and social advance in Britain and througholtt tl1e world- pro-
vided we rise to our opportunities. 
The ai.tn of the ColllIIlunist Party is for the speediest advance 
to Socialism, which alone can finally solve the problems of the 
people at the end of the war, and which can bring Britain a new 
world. 
Every policy we put forward is in support of this ai.tn and is a 
step to strengthen the forces of the people and the working class 
and to hasten the advance to Socialism. 
Therefore we ask you to adopt these proposals, not only as 
indispensable for victory over Fascisrn, but at the same tirne as 
strengthening our forces and pointing the way forward to the 
future, for the great airn for which our Party lives and works and 
fights-the aim of a Socialist Britain in a Socialist world. 
REPLY TO DISCUSSION 
By HARRY POLLITT 
. 
What is the inain significance of our Congress? We have 
found the way to combine our policy to shorten and win the war 
with a series of urgent dornestic issues, blended into a single 
policy for the achievement of unity and victory. 
We have had recorded here the many-sided character of our 
work. We have had a series of rich experiences exchanged. 
Many weaknesses have been uncovered, which it is our job to 
correct as speedily as possible as a result of the strength that 
Congress gives, so that the work of the Party and Labour Move-
ment can be strengthened. 
We have placed as the rnost illlIIlediate decisive task, for which 
we have now to carry on a really gigantic carnpaign, that of the 
illlIIlediate organisation of the second front in Europe. · 
We have stated that this is the only means through which the 
war can be decisively won. We have warned of the dangers of 
a prolonged war, not for Russia, but for Britain. 
I am afraid, comrades, that in discussing certain aspect~ of our 
Trade Union policy and Britain To-day and To-morrow, and 
also in the discussion on unity and victory, we have not yet 
ourselves grasped both the terrible urgency of the present situa-
tion and the terrible dangers that lie ahead, unless we can now 
organise the most effective prodding of this Governinent that our 
Party has yet atteinpted to carry out. 
We will niake a profound niistake if we do not understand that 
the enemies of the second front are working harder to delay it 
than we are 'vorking in order to get it organised. That is the 
thing we have to see in this Congress, and that is the thing that 
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has to dominate our activity irnrnediately we get back into our 
respective Districts. 
Our Congress has made our position clear in regard to the 
num.ber of urgent demands on the home front, in regard to 
production, in regard to Trade Union policy, India, and real 
working-class internationalism, and has placed the post-war 
problerns in their correct perspective. In other words, Congress 
has now placed new tools in all our hands, and we all have to 
learn how to use thern. 
We have elected a new Executive Cornrnittee at this Congress 
that corresponds to the new tim.es and the new tasks that the 
Party is faced with. 
We can place this Executive Cornrnittee with pride and honour 
before the British people and throughout the Labour Movement. 
We have endorsed new Party rules, which will widen the basis 
of the Party while remaining faithful to Olµ' Marxist and Leninist 
teachings. We have formulated rules that will enable our Party 
to fulfil all its obligations nationally and internationally with 
more clarity. 
We pledge the new Executive Committee to give far more 
attention to the educational side of our work than perhaps we 
have been doing in the recent period, although very significant 
developrnents have certainly taken place in that respect. And 
w ... e ask our Districts to do the same. We cannot over-estimate 
the importance of this aspect of our work. 
What other working-class Par~y in this country is equipped 
with such a theory and practice as our own ? What other Party 
has such a treasure house and a treasure store of the Marxist 
classics and literature as we have at our disposal? 
Let every one of us understand that we are all only still learning, 
and we shall know better how to utilise 011r rnaterials. To take 
our Party from 60,000 members to 100,000 is no small task. It is 
a task of really irnpressive proportions, and it is going to take 
colossal drive and energy to carry it through. 
. But, coinrades, we have the confidence that our Party ca11 
achieve this task-by 1944. Not in order to proclaim on New 
Year's Day that the Communist Party is 100,000 strong, but so 
that it can proclaiin, as a result of the strengthening of the Party, 
there has been a strengthening of the Co-operative Movement, 
the Trade, Union Movement, and the Labour Party itself. That 
is what is at stake. 
What is this Cornrnunisrn that we always speak about? 'Vhat 
is this theory and practice which has astonished the world b~y,. 
what has taken place in the Soviet Union in the last two years? 
What is it that has enabled rnen and woinen in Russia to do what 
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they have done ? What is it that has revolutionised men and 
woIDen the whole world over ? What is it that in1pelled a 
Haniburg docl~er to ask that his hands could be freed, and to 
clench his fist and sinash it into his hangman's face ? What is. it 
that allows men like Gabriel Peri to face his death with a smile 
on his face and to utter words "\vhich will never be forgotten by 
the working people of this world? What is it that enables men 
and women in every European country to-day to write the most 
glorious pages in working-class and dernocratic history by the 
capacity of their sacrifices, the ingenuity of their resistance 
attempts against the Fascist murderers ? 
What is it that enables British Comlllunists in totally different 
conditions to prove that we have something which the others do 
not possess ? I have in mind those comrades who in difficult 
circumstances, in shipyards and mines, enginee:r.:ing factories and 
depots, are not afraid to point out to the workers that there are 
other ways of rectifying local grievances than blindly resorting 
to the stoppage of production in these critical days. 
What is this faith that equips men like this ? What is this faith 
that equips women like this ? 
It is the faith in the working class, it is faith in the coinmon 
people, it is faith in the cause, it is that faith that nothing can des· 
troy, terrify or intimidate. It is that faith that has no thought of 
pelf or power, it is that which nothing can corrupt. We should 
be proud and honoured that we are Inembers of the Party whose 
fundamental faith is based on this confidence and belief that the 
working class shall achieve its historic mission. 
We call on you to go into the fight to shorten the war, to reduce 
the sacrifice, to make a path for real security, to fight for the imme-
diate urgent conditions of the common people, to intensify the 
work in order that India shall be free and all colonial peoples 
shall have the same democratic rights, to place the post-war 
problem.s in their correct perspective. Then we shall all be 
stronger to go step by step towards our heart's desire, the achieve-
ment of Socialism. 
If we remember the words of Williain Morris-'' The cause 
alone is worthy until the good days bring the best ''-we can go 
from this hall like new men, like new women, invigorated with 
new strength, new ideas, a new sense of unity. I tell you, in 
three months we can transf orrn the situation in this country. · 
The victory can be made a certainty in the shortest space of 
time, and the Fifth Column wiped out. Our Party at the head · 
of the great Labour Movement will Inarch forward to the trans--
formation of capitalisin to the Socialist systeni of society. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
FOR UNITY AND VICTORY 
The 16th Congress of the Colllillunist Party, Ineeting at the 
rnolllent when the armed forces of the United Nations are entering 
the decisive battles of the war, declares that all the efforts of the 
whole Labour Movernent and people of Britain should now be 
directed to the paraniount alln of organising the speediest victory 
over Fascism. 
The Second Front • 
Everything now depends upon how quickly the United Nations 
are able to take full advantage of the new favourable situation 
that has developed as a result of the recent victories of the British, 
Am.erican and Soviet Armies by the organisation of the Second 
Front in Europe . . 
To miss the present opportunities would be to incur a grave risk 
of prolonging the war and greatly increasing the sacrifices that 
the def eat .o.f Fascism will entail. On the other hand, the organisa-
tion of the Second Front in Europe this year could lead to an early 
victory, and consequently a reduction of the sacrifices on the part 
of all the United Nations. 
The Colllillunist Party places on record its determination to 
intensify every sphere of its activity devoted to the speediest 
winning of the war. ·It will sup19ort every measure introduced by 
the Governinent that is considered necessary to win the war. 
Unity of the United Nations 
Victory over Fascisni requires the closest unity of all the peoples 
of the United Nations, and especially of the four leading Powers, 
Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union and China. Congress 
welcomes and supports all measures. designed to strengthen this 
miity, expressed in the British-Soviet Treaty of Alliance; the 
Atlantic Charter and other agreements now being reached between 
the United Nations. 
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Victory over Fascism. requires a resolute deinocratic anti-
Fascist policy in the diploinatic sphere and in the sphere of propa-
ganda, which will be capable of inspiring the confidence and 
enthusiasin of all the people of Europe struggling for liberation 
against Nazi tyranny. Congress especially stresses the iIDportance 
of the closest co-operation with the French people and their 
Conunittee of Liberation with a view to organising the total 
resources of all Fighting France at the side of the United Nations. 
The cause of victory of the United Nations requires the winning 
of the free co-operation of the Indian people under a Government 
of their own national leaders. It requires the extension of a 
Charter of Rights, covering the rnost eleinentary democratic 
rights and social and economic ref orrns, to the colonial peoples, 
It :must be made clear that the Atlantic Charter applies equally 
to all the peoples of the world, without distinction of race or colour. 
Strengthen National Unity 
This policy demands an immediate strengthening of the Govern-
ment so that it is composed solely of the most capable leaders 
from all parties, who have the full confidence of the people. In 
particular, it calls for an increase of Labour representatives in 
key positions in the. GoverI11I1ent as the guarantee that Britain's 
resources will be fully Inobilised for victory, regardless of privilege 
and vested interest. 
The main hope of the Fascist Powers, to avoid unconditional 
defeat, lies in creating political diversions and prejudices to bring 
about disunity between the anti-Fascist nations. This Congress 
therefore declares it to be essential and urgent for the Governrnent 
to take a stronger stand against all pro-Fascist and anti-Soviet 
eleinents, whether in the British Governrnent or in Allied Govern-
Inents resident in Britain. 
The Home Front 
Congress regards as an indispensable part of the organisation 
of victory over Fascisin the strengthening of the democratic 
mobilisation of the nation and the protection of the social and. 
economic conditions of· the people. 
The Conununist Party deinands the strengthening of State 
Control in war industries and agriculture, and the ruthless over-
riding of all vested interests which stand in the way, in order t~ 
ensure the Inaintenance and increase of war production and of 
the hoine production of food_ supplies. 
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The Cornm.unist Party fights for the principle . of equality of 
sacrifice in every sphere of the war effort. It fights for the pro-
tection of the social and economic conditions of the people ; for 
the irnprovernent of service pay, allowances and pensions ; and 
for the necessary emergency rneasures in respect of housing, 
health, education and the care of young children, which can be 
carried through and need to be carried through now as part of the 
war effort. 
Special attention is called to three emergency issues which 
now demand immediate action by the Government. 
Coal 
This Congress warns the country that the coal situation presents 
the Inost urgent problern for solution on ~he Horne Front. It 
dernands that the Governrnent shall intensify the cainpaign f~r all 
f orrns of economy in fuel consumption, and also irnm.ediately 
ration coal supplies, placing the needs of war industry and the 
domestic requirements of the war workers as first clairns on 
priority; to organise better food supplies for the miners by extra 
rations ; and to provide the extra clothing and equipment neces-
sary for their work. 
It demands that the Governrnent adopt the Miners' Compensa-
tion demands of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain; organise, 
in connection with the Distr~ct Miners' Association, the rnost 
effective carrying out of concentration and mechanisation, with 
all the safeguards considered essential by the miners. It demands 
that an end be niade to the present form of dual control, and that 
all colliery managers be directly responsible to the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power; that the Interim Report of the Foster Com-
mittee shall be operated, together with the wage deinands of the 
Miners' Federation, so that young workers can be attracted to 
the industry. 
These measures would go far to reinoving existing hindrances 
to increased production, and to enabling the work of the Pit 
Production Cornm.ittees to be Inade Inore effective. 
The Harvest 
This Congress calls for a wide mobilisation of voluntary labour 
for the gathering of this year's harvest. Unless eniergency mea-
sures are taken in this connection, niuch of the tireless work of 
the f anners and agricultural workers will be lost because of a 
shortage of man-power at the Inost critical time of the yea1 ... 
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The Trades Dispute and Trade Union Act 
This Congress calls for the repeal of the Trades Dispute and 
Trade Union Act of 1927, and as an irnrnediate measure, the 
removal of disabilities on the Civil Service Trade Unions by the 
cancellation of Clauses 5 and 6 of this Act. 
Unity of the Labour Movement 
The recent conference of the Labour PartJr struck a blovv against 
all those who sought to break National Unity and the electoral 
truce. 
In rejecting the affiliation of the Cornrnunist Party to the 
Labour Party an opportunity was lost of unifying and strengthen-
ing the whole Labour Movement. 
This Congress pledges itself to continue the fight for working-
class unity and the affiliatio11. of the Communist Party to the 
Labour Party, in pursuance of genuine anti-Fascist, dernocratic 
and progressive ahns. 
The Co:rmnunist Party expresses its readiness to meet the 
Executive Co:rmnittee of the Labour Party at any time they so 
desire, to discuss irnrnediate forms of co-operation ; and hopes 
that an end will now be made to actions that seek to prevent local 
co-operation between all sections of the Labour Movement on 
issues of co:rmnon concern. 
The Communist Party 
The Co:rmnunist Party is an integral part -of the British Labour 
Movement, born out of British conditions. 
It works to znaintain and extend all existing democratic rights 
-Parliamentary, local governrnent, freedom of organisation, of 
the press, of speech and meeting-through which the irnrnediate 
and future interests of British working people can be advanced, 
while never disguising froni the people the fact that reactionaries 
will resort to every form of resistance to prevent the popular 
will from prevailing. 
This 16th Congress of the Cornrnunist Party calls upon the 
new Executive Cornm.ittee of the Party to organise a nation-wide 
campaign for the winning of the war in the shortest space of time, 
for the znaking of ·a peace that will guarantee that the dark forces 
of reaction shall never again f ornent war, for strengthening 
working-class unity and national unity. Confident that the 
strength of the working-class rnovernent is the only guarantee of 
victory in the war and of dem.ocratic and social advance after the 
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war, Congress declares that this campaign lllUSt -also be directed 
to increasing the rnernbership and strengthening the unity of t~e 
Trade Unions, Co-operatives, and Labour Parties, and to drawing 
into the Cornm.unist Party tens of thousands of new xnernbers 
so that tl1e Party can more adequately undertake the vital tasks 
of the corning period. 
The Communist Party declares that only Socialism can finally 
solve the problems of present day society, can abolish poverty, 
unemployment and war, class inequalities and privileges, and can 
enable rnankind to realise the full dreams of the pioneers and 
thinkers for hUinan progress. Only through the def eat of Fas~isrn 
can the opportunities be realised for developing towards Socialism 
and the brotherhood of man. 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION: INDIA 
This Congress is gravely concerned at the continued deadlock in 
India. The continuation of this situation is harmful both to 
Britain and India and to the cause of the United Nations in their 
fight against Fascisin. 
The Government, by its refusal to accede to the legitimate 
demands of the Indian people and by its policy of repression, 
places grave obstacles in the way of their full participation in the 
defence of their country and in the world fight against the most 
deadly enem.y of rnankind. 
- This Congress is confident that the representatives of the over-
whelrning rnajority of the Indian people are eager and desirous of 
uniting to put forward a comm.on policy for Indian self-governrnent 
· and full co-operation in the war of the United Nations against 
Fascism., as set out in the resolutions and declarations of all 
political organisations in India; but at the present m.ornent 
representatives of Indian opinion are not allowed to neet together 
in order to formulate their united dernands. 
Congress therefore urges the Government to take the initiative 
for a settlem.ent with India, and for this purposes to take the 
following im.rnediate steps :-
1. Release all anti-Fascist political prisoners ; 
2. Give facilities for representatives of various political 
bodies to :meet in order that they can formulate their joint 
proposals for the establishm.ent of a Provisional National 
Government; 
3. Open negotiations with the Indian leaders with a view 
to the establishrnent of a representative Indian National 
Govern.IIlent as an ally of the United Nations. 
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d The Communist Party pledges itself to do all in its power to 
.e Win Labour and democratic opinion througl1out Britain in order 
.g to ensure the carrying out of this policy. 
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GREETINGS TO ALL PEOPLES 
• 
• With the advance of the conibined offensive of the United 
Nations in Europe the hour of liberation will dawn for countless 
millions enslaved by Nazi tyranny. The defeat of Fascism will 
open the way to the liberation of all nations . 
Inspired by the sentiments of international solidarity, the 
Congress of the Cormnunist Party sends greetings to all peoples 
engaged in the cormnon struggle. 
Congress sends greetings to our fell ow fighters of the Allied 
Nations united against Fascisrn : 
To the American people, bound by so m.any ties of friendship to 
the British people the heroic descendants of the pioneers of the 
great ~erican Revolution, whose invincible strength is now 
turning the scale in the world battle for de1nocracy; 
To the Chinese people, who for six years have stood unbroken 
against the assault of tl1e Japanese invaders, and who stand as the 
vanguard of freedom for all the peoples of Asia ; 
To the Soviet people, whose epic battle and sacrifice in the 
cormnon cause, built on the unshakable foundations of their 
socialist achievement, have borne the main brunt in breaking 
the back of Nazi power and opened the way to our common 
victory. Their exam.pie has inspired the peoples of the whole 
world. The British-Soviet Treaty of Alliance is the token of the 
undying friendship of our two peoples. 
Congress greets the French people, whose 11nity is now estab-
lished to restore the independence of their nation. The resistance 
of the French people, with the sacrifice oft.ens of thousands before 
the Gestapo firing squads and in the prison camps, has kept alight 
the flame of freedom in Europe in defiance of the Vichy traitors ; 
and we join with them in impatience for the lday when the united 
offensive of the British, American and French arniies shall drive 
the invaders from the soil of France and advance to the final 
destruction of Hitlerisrn. 
- Congress greets all the heroic fighters, the guerillas and the niass 
Inovernent of resistance in the Nazi occupied countries of Norway, 
Belgium, Holland, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia and 
Greece, who in the face of brutal Fascist repression are carrying 
on their deathless struggle for freedom. We pledge our utmost 
efforts by our actions to hasten the day of their liberation. 
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W elcorning the growth of opposition to Hitler and to Mussolini 
in Nazi Germany and Italy, we salute the fighters for freedorn· 
in the Fascist countries as our Allies in a com.rnon struggle against 
a com.rnon enemy, and all anti-Fascist refugees working and 
fighting alongside the United Nations. 
We hail the brotherhood in arms of the peoples of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. 
We pledge our solidarity with the Indian people and all the 
colonial peoples, whose efforts are helping to speed victory over 
Fascism. We protest against all policies of reaction and repres-
sion which hinder their free mobilisation and play into the hands 
of the Fascist enemy, and pledge ourselves to spare no efforts for 
their full freedom and equality as an indispensable part of the 
world cause of liberation and self-deterrnination of nations pro-
claimed in the Atlantic Charter. 
In this com.rnon battle, which is now reaching its climax against 
Fascist tyranny and hE:trbarisrn, the unity of the people is growing. 
The Cornrnunist Party will direct all its efforts to strellgthen this 
tlllity and to ensure that this unitY shall win speediest victory 
over Fascisrn and lay the foundation of a peace which will rnean 
liberation and dernocracy for all the peoples of the world. 
4. BUILD THE UNIONS FOR VICTORY 
AND RECONSTRUCTION 
This Congress endorses the memorandum on ''Trade Union 
Policy in the War Against Fascism'' as the general basis for 
our trade union work. 
It notes the following wartime changes, which present the 
trade unions with new probleillS and opportunities. 
I. The bringing of the greater part of industry under some 
f orrn of State control. 
2. Increase of niass production methods and payment by 
results. 
3. Recognition of right of unions to l1ave a voice in the State 
control apparatus. 
4. Growth of unions and extension of the area of collective 
bargaining. Unionisation of radio, motor and light 
engineering industries. Increased organisation of worn.en. 
5. Growth of organisation among clerical, supervisory and 
technical workers. Drive of technical workers for repre-
sentation on production com.rnittees. The increased em-
ployment of wornen in industry, their introduction into 
trades from which they were previously excluded, and a 
rapid growth of trade union membership. 
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Development of wartime legislation which, while placing 
restraints on workers, has certain positive features, including 
the guaranteed week, enforceinent of union rates, right of 
the workers to appeal against dismissal, etc. 
Growth of anti-fascist Inilitancy among workers who are 
determined to defeat Fascism, to def end Inany of their 
wartime gains and to secure an improved position in post-
war industry. . 
8. The large numbers of trade unionists now in the arined 
forces and the responsibility of their trade unions and 
trades councils for keeping contact and looking after their 
interests. 
Communists and the Unions 
Congress declares that this situation affords a unique oppor-
tunity for building the power of trade unionism so that no factory 
or section of industry remains without a collective agreernent, 
or without a representative trade union workshop organisation 
covering all grades of workers. It pledges all Cornrnunists to 
act as model trade union builders, striving to recruit their fellow-
workers to the unions and to develop the widest trade union 
unity. 
Congress pledges all Cornrnunists 
(a) to work for the creation of a new sense of responsibility 
among all workers and to drive for the Inaxirnurn produc-
tive efficiency in all phases of industry. 
(b) to recruit millions of new members to the trade unions ; 
(c) to assist the trade unions in their aim of adapting thern-
selves to the new tasks coJJfronting them by promoting 
arnalgarnation on the basis of the widest trade union 
democracy ; and by developing the trades councils as 
authoritative local co-ordinating centres ; 
( d) to raise the political consciousness of trade unionists and 
secure the 100 per cent. payment of the political levy; 
( e) to support the development of international trade union 
unity by strengthening the Anglo-Soviet Trade Union 
Cornrnittee, and by establishing the closest possible con-
tacts with the unions in the Dominions and Colonies and 
the U.S.A. and with the workers on the Continent. 
Trade Union Wage Policy 
Congress believes that in frarning their wage policy, the unionil 
Illust take into consideration the specific problems of a war 
economy. 
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Because of the shortage of consmners' goods it is necessary 
to prevent rises in prices and ensure proper distribution by the 
extension of rationing and price controls to all goods, and to 
support all rneasur~s to increase the production of food and 
t1tility goods, subject to the over-riding needs of war. 
Within the fralllework of artirne rationing and control, wages 
policy should be niainly concerned with :-
(a) Consolidating war advances into the basic rates of wages. 
(b) Raising wages in the lower-paid sections of work and 
industries. 
( c) Extending payment by results as an incentive to increased 
production, together with securing special consideration 
for skilled tirne workers who worlr to pieceworkers. 
( d) Securing the ''rate for the job '' for women. 
(e) Wage for age scales for youth as a minirnmn. The ''rate 
for the job'' for youths doing Inore responsible work. 
To carry through this policy effectively it is essential for the 
unions to explain to their members the problems of wage policy 
in war economy, and to seek to secure the necessary irnprove-
men ts by Inaking the utmost use of the recognised negotiating 
machinery . 
• 
The Unions and Production 
The trade union Inachinery for influencing production is still 
largely in an embryonic stage. To improve irnm.ediately its 
efficiency the following Ineasures are necessary :-
Factory Production Committees 
It is essential to improve the work of factory production 
cornm.ittees (and pit, yard and efficiency, and site cornm.ittees 
in other industries) by securing :-
(a) Day to day co-operation on production questions at all 
levels-sectional and departmental-within the enter-
prises. Workers' representatives to have the right to raise 
questions for solution in section or department before 
putting them on agenda of committee. 
(b) Workers' representatives to have power to take up urgent 
questions with general Inanagernent without waiting for 
production m.eeting. 
( c) Management to disclose to workers all relevant facts about 
the factory prograrnm.e. 
(d) Enlistment of scientists, technicians and clerical workers 
in work of cornrnittees at every level of . production. 
Technical representatio11 on joint production cornm.ittees. 
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(e) Continuous reporting back to the workers by circulation 
of co:mm.ittee minutes, notice boards, factory bulletins, 
canteen Ineetings. Continuous effort to obtain suggestions 
froni workers for improving production, and the payment 
of awards for suggestions made and adopted. 
District Production (and similar) Committees 
The effective co-ordination of production (or other) corrnnittees 
in the various enterprises dem.ands the creation of an authoritative 
trade union com.mittee or sub-corrnnittee on a district basis, such 
as the District Trade Union Production Corrnnittee in the . 
• 
Engineering industry. 
In order to secure the effective functioning of such bodies the 
following Ineasures seem dictated by experience:-
(a) the release of their personnel from other trade union 
work to enable them to concentate on production problems ; 
(b) the frequent calling of conferences where experiences can 
be pooled; 
(c) the issue of a district production bulletin in which the 
successes of the most efficient corrnnittees can be reported. 
It is also essential to organise periodical conferences between 
production corrnnittees and factories which are co-operating 
together to produce a corrnnon product, or are part of the saine 
firm, so that potential bottle-necks can be overcoine. 
Trade Union Workshop Organisation ' 
Without powerful workshop organisation capable of day to 
day negotiations, trade unionism cannot function effectively in 
Inass production industries, nor deal effectively with questions 
affecting production, safety, welfare and discipline, hitherto 
regarded as falling exclusively within the province of Inanage-
Inent. 
Trade union progress demands that those important work-
shop organisations (which in some industries link up workers of 
diverse crafts and unions) should be given a recognised status 
within the trade union Inove1nent. 
Exchange of experiences is essential to the full developinent 
of these organisations. Just as the developinent of factory pro-
duction coIDinittees necessitated the -creation of Joint District 
Trade Union Corrunittees in order to co-ordinate their activities, 
so this or a shnilar type of organisation is necessary to co-ordinate 
ehop stewards' coIDillittees on a district basis. 
A 1nore definite status should be established for shop stewards 
within the individual trade unions. 
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· Trade Unions and Women in . Industry 
The increasingly important part played by women in industry 
and their participation in union life in the factory and the union 
organisation merit the further extension of their rights and 
facilities. · 
Further progress will be made by the removal of all restric-
tions a11d qualifications, so that woinen can play an equal part 
with the Inale workers in the Shop Stewards' Movement and 
every encouragement given to their promotion in every sphere 
of union life. -
With the Inajority of the woinen in industry unorganised 
there is an urgent need for special trade union recruitment cam-
paigns, the success of which will be facilitated if the carnpaigns 
are jointly conducted by a.II the unions concerned on the basis 
of an agreed policy. 
Likewise, while trying to secure the complete acceptance of 
the principle of the rate for the job, it is necessary that special 
attention be paid to the specific problems of women in industry, 
and particularly to such important questions as training on all 
aspects of the job and the upgrading in the trade. 
Trade Unions and Legislatfon 
Experience of wartime legislation shows the need to extend 
the Essential Work Order to all vital industries (with the neces-
sary safeguards) and to amend it in order to ensure the complete 
reinstatement-work as well as wages-of workers whose re-
ernploynient is ordered by the Tribunal, and to strengthen the 
rights of the workers. 
Congress emphasises the urgent need for legislation repealing 
the Trades Disputes Act, and compelling all ernployers to 
recognise the appropriate trade unions in an industry (on the 
lines of the Labour Relations Board in .the U.S.A.). 
Trade unions are now actively discussing what progressive 
features of wartime industrial legisJation should be carried over 
. into the post-war period. 
Congress suggests that consideration should be given to the 
adaptation to post-war conditions of the following wartime 
regulations:-
(a) enforcement of trade union agreernents aa a minimum 011 
all employers in an industry ; 
(b) retention of the guaranteed week; 
. ( c) the right of workers to appeal to an impartial tribunal 
against dismissal froni ernploynient. 
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Trade Union Unity 
It is n ecessary to explain to the workers the need for taking 
all possible steps in wartiine to prepare the way for the estab-
li£!1Inen t of international trade union unity. 
The strengthening of the Anglo-Soviet Trade Union Coin-
mittee, the establishment of closer relations with the unions of 
the Doininions and Colonies (especially India) and the renewal 
at the earliest Inom.ent of relations with the workers on the 
Continent are necessary steps towards this airn. 
Co-ordination of Trade Union Policy 
In furtherance of the war effort the unions have co-operated 
with the eillployers in various industries and have soITletirnes 
Inade joint representations to the Governrnent. 
While welcoming co-operation i11. order to secure InaxiinUin 
war production, Congress declares that it is the settled policy 
of the einployers in a number of industries to secure the support 
of the unions in pressing policies of Illonopoly and output restric-
tion on the Government. 
Such a policy, if accepted by the unions, would only lead to 
the im.poverishrnent of the country and the frustration of the 
purpose for which the trade union movement was f orrned. 
Congress asks all Corrununists to carry on a powerful political 
campaign to convince the workers that a co-ordinated trade 
union policy-industrial and political-which unites the workers 
in all industries in a drive for improvement in conditions is vital 
to working-class advance; and that all measures which unite 
the workers in one industry with their eIDployers, while separ-
ating theni froni their fellow-workers in other industries, are t() 
the lasting detriment of the workers. . 
It is particularly necessary that there should be a co-ordina,ted 
trade union policy in relation to the many problems arising out 
of the transition to a peace economy, and agreements between 
all the unions on this general policy must take precedence over 
any particular policy relating to a given industry. 
It is necessary for the unions to declare that, while they 
welcome increased recognition and wide powers of negotiation, 
they do not regard this negotiating machinery as constituting 
''self-government in industry'' and that they will not be deflected 
from their final aiin of achieving a planned Socialist Economy. 
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Trade Unions and the Labour Party 
The rapid growt~ of trade union rneinbership in recent years 
l1as not been accompanied by a corresponding growth in the 
payment of the political levy. 
Corrununists will canipaign for (a) the 100 per cent. payment 
of the political levy ; (b) the affiliation of trade union branches 
to local Labour Parties ; ( c) the promotion of young active trade 
unionists as Parliarnentary candidates ; ( d) trade union schemes 
for the political training of inernbers ; ( e) the affiliation of the 
Corrununist Party to the Labour Party, with full rights for all 
affiliated trade unionists within that body. 
Congress places this policy before all trade unionists, whether 
leaders or rank and file, believing that its operation will 
strengthen the trade union rnoveinent for advance in war and 
• 1n peace. 
BRITAIN TODAY AND TOMORROW 
The war of liberation against Fascism is bringing great social, 
econoinic, and political changes for the British people and for the 
position of Britain in the world. The war has given rise to a 
universal aspiration among the masses of the people for a recon-
struction of society which will abolish the evils of war and poverty, 
and ensure instead international co-operation, the freedom of 
nations, democratic advance, and social and econoinic security 
and abundance. 
This Congress of the Co:rrnnunist Party, declaring its deter-
Illination to fight for the realisation of these aims, sets out the 
irrunediate measures which it considers necessary to be adopted 
now in Britain, both for strengthening organisation on the Horne 
Front for victory over Fascisni and to prepare the way for further 
advance after victory. 
The First Step Military Victory over Fascism 
The first step to the realisation of these aiins lies through the 
military victory of the United Nations over Fascism. Without 
this there can be no better world in the future, but only barbarisin 
and slavery throughout the world. 
Congress warns against all tendencies to divert the rnain con-
centration of attention to the elaboration of plans for post-war 
reconstruction as a substitute for facing the urgent tasks of the 
war, or in such a way as to divide the alliance of the forces united 
against Fascisin. 
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Urgent Measures on the Home Front during the War 
.. 
The Conununist Party believes there are a number of social, 
economic, and politiCal measures which need to be enacted 
without delay, already during the war and within the framework 
of agreement of national tlllity, in order to strengthen every 
aspect of the war effort and prepare for post-war advance. Such 
measures are:--
1. Social I nsurance.-Inrrnediate legislation to illlplenient the 
main principles of the Beveridge Report, incorporating the 
amendments proposed by the Labour Movenient. The broadest 
mass cainpaign is essential in order to press on the Governinent 
the urgency of such legislation. 
2. Housing and Town and Country Planning.-Congress calls 
upon the Govern.Inent to use all possible initiative and energy-
by requisitioning, conversion, repair and emergency building-
to reinedy the present serious housing situation, which in Inany 
industrial and agricultural areas is hindering the war effort. 
Steps should be taken to extend and tighten up rent control to 
include sub-letting, furnished letting, and other forms which at 
present fall outside rent control. 
Congress further calls for the inrrnediate adoption of a large-
scale National Housing Progranrrne to provide the niinirnurn 
4,000,000 houses required after the war, with decent standards 
of housing and at low rents. 
As as indispensable part of such a housing and reconstruction 
progranrrne, Congress calls for inrrnediate legislation, utilising the 
progressive proposals in the Barlow, Scott, and Uthwatt Reports, 
to establish full and effective State control of planning and the 
utilisation of the land, preferably through the nationalisation of 
the land, in order to destroy the restrictive powers of those vested 
interests seeking to prevent adequate planning, both for houses 
and industries, and to ensure that planning is not impeded by 
insuperable :financial burdens imposed through the demands of 
private interests. 
It demands further that local authorities be given full powers 
to proceed im.rnediately after the war with schemes already 
planned, and to facilitate this, that extended powers and financial 
assistance be granted to local authorities to purchase land now 
for post-war schernes. 
3. Health.-Congress urges the extension of health and welfare 
measures in industry, and the establishment of joint conunittees 
representing management and workers to deal with health and 
welfare questions in each enterprise. 
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Congress further calls for the irnrnediate introduction of legis -
lation for the establishment of a unified National Health system, 
which will ensure that all forms of necessary Illedical and health 
service . will be available for the entire coinrnunity, with proper 
~onditions of medical and nursing staffs. 
. 4. Education.-Congress deniands the inirnediate introduction 
of a new Education Bill, based upon the principles outlines in the 
Trades Union Congress proposals, and embodying provisions for 
free education. for all in a single State school system ; the abolition 
of dual control; cornpulsory provision, in all areas, of the full 
range of education in nursery schools, elementary schools, single 
non-selective secondary schools, and day-continuation schools, 
with adequate facilities for entry into technical colleges and uni-
versities ; the raising of the school age to 16, Illaking attendance 
compulsory from 5 to 16 ; and the provision of Illaintenance 
allowances without a means test. 
I . 
5. Youth.-Congress dernands improvement of the condi-
tions of youth in industry, with special reference to hours, training, 
promotion, health, and facilities for recreation; dernocratic 
developrnent of the Service of Youth ; and adoption of legislation 
to ensure after the war extended opportunities for all young 
people through a cornprehensive system of entry into industry, 
training and prornotioI1, with extended facilities for physical and 
cultural welfare. 
6. Pensions.-Irnrnediate provision of a pensions scheine for 
the aged, the blind, the disabled, and all those who, in spite of 
the great emergency of war, cannot be employed, at the Illinirnum. 
subsistence level laid down in the Goverillllent Income-Tax 
Schedule of £2 weekly for single people and £3 for Inarried couples. 
7. Service Pay and Allowances.-An irrunediate increase in 
• • the pay, allowances, and pensions of the rnen and worn.en ID ~ the 
arrned forces and their dependants, together with such improve .. 
rnents in the Pensions Appeal Tribunal system as can wiJ?. tl1e 
confidence of those in the armed forces. 
8. Taxation.-Increased taxation on higher incoines, with 
tightening up of provisions against evasion, and a rnaxirnllill limit 
of incorne for personal consUillption-; the adoption of the principle 
regarding Income Tax of ''pay as you earn.'' 
9. Local Government.-Review of the existing systern of local 
government with a view to introducing proposals for reform 
design~d to combine the necessary revision of areas in accordance 
witl1. modern administrative requirements, together with the 
fullest IUaintenance and strengthening of dernocratic principles, 
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and of the closest contact of elected representatives with their 
electors. Reform of the rating system. 
1 O. Electoral Reform.-Provision for colltinuous electoral 
registration of the adult population ; and iinprovernent of the 
rnethods of representation, .through the necessary redistribution 
of constituencies to reflect changes in population, and through· 
such other ref orrns as Inay be found desirable, to secure a more 
deITiocratic representation of the viewpoint of the electorate in 
Parliament . 
11. Food and Agriculture.-Congress deinands the further 
developrnent of the measures already partially adopted in relation 
to food production and distribl1tion to meet the war ernergency . 
In particular, Congress urges the most rapid possible extension 
of the plough-up; planned control of crops, with concentration 
on the niaxirnum production of food for human consumption, 
pooling of Inachinery and encouragernent of all other forms of 
co-operation between farrners ; and the strengthening of the War 
Agricultural Cormnittees on representative and democratic lines. 
There should also be irnprovernent of the housing, wages, and 
conditions of the agricultural workers and of the Women's Land 
Anny ; and encouragernent of Joint Production Committees 
·under the War Agricultural Cormnittees, and of all f orrns of 
consultation and co-operation between farrners ~nd farm workers 
for promoting increased production. In the sphere of food 
distribution, control and rationing should be extended to bread 
and foods in short supply. 
Congress further dernands the irmnedi~te announceinent of 
measures in relation to agriculture and food production to ensure 
that the advance achieved during the war shall be rnaintained 
and carried forward after the war, with fullest utilisation of the 
land, under conditions which will ensure a fair return to all 
working on the land. 
12. State Control and lndustry.-Irmnediate measures for the 
intensification of war production, and unifying the organisation 
of war production, especially with reference to coal, iron and steel, 
engilleering, shipbuilding and transport. Strengthening of the 
State controls in personnel by the elimination of the domination 
of representatives of the interests concerned in the particular 
ii1dustries controlled, the appointment of independent chairmen, 
and fuller representation of the workers through their trade 
unions, and of the technicians. Fullest use of emergency powers . 
to overcome all obstacles of vested interests irnpeding increased 
production, including taking over factories where necessary and 
replacing inefficient m.anagernents. 
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Congress further calls for a ·guarantee of maintenance of al 
necessary controls after the war in respect of industry, agri 
culture, trade and finance; the maintenance of new industri 
already established in former distressed areas ; and the announce 
lllent of State scheines for the extended utilisation and develop 
Illent of Britain's productive power and resources, .regardless o 
vested interests, so as to ensure full e:mploy:ment at the end of th 
war in the change-over from war industry to peace-ti:me require 
In en ts. 
Britai·n's Future 
On the basis of the above measures, adopted during the war 
the British people will be in a strengthened position to ensur 
social, economic and political progress after the war. 
There has been a widespread awakening among all sections o 
the people to the need to change the old social and econorni 
order, to end the evils arising froin the old monopolist ownershi 
of the means of production, and to go forward to new f or:ms o 
social and economic organisation for general benefit. 
The Cornm:unist Party warns tl1e people that the reactionar 
nionopoly capitalist forces will seek to utilise the tasks of post 
war reconstruction in order to strengthen their Inonopolis 
position at the expense of the people, and to throw the burdens 
reconstruction on the backs of the working people. 
The people must not be deceived by the presentation of polici 
for strengthened monopoly organisation in association with th 
State or State capitalist Inonopoly, as equivalent to a basic soci 
reorganisation, supposedly eliininating the evils of private com 
petitive capitalisin, although class divisions, production f o 
profit, and the ownership of the means of production by th 
capitalist class reinain unchanged. 
The successful solution of the problems of reconstruction aft 
the war will depend upon the working-class and democratic rnov 
m.ent ensuring that the new forms of State control and organis 
tion, opened up by war-time organisation, shall be carried forwar 
and developed, not to strengthen Inonopoly capitalisrn, but t 
strengthen dernocratic advance and to promote the service of th 
needs of the people. 
The CoIIllllunist Party declares that, in order to solve succes 
fully the problems which will follow the war ~nd fulfil the pledg 
given of social and economic security, the people of Britain, I 
by the working-class rnovenient, must strive to establish nation 
ownership and control of all key industries and services, Ian 
finance, and foreign trade. 
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The Co:rntnunist Party is confident that, despite the serious 
problems to be faced, all the possibilities are present for an 
advance such as has never been achieved by the British people. 
There has been an enorrn9us leap forward in productive power, 
in scientific and technicaJ development, in the construction of 
new plant, and in the training of labour, in response to war needs. 
N e"\V economic possibilities open out for the British people i11 
collaborating in the tasks of international reconstruction following 
the defeat of Fascism, and in the perspective of the international 
deniocratic collaboration of the peoples, including the liberated 
forrner colonial peoples, advancing in fraternal unity to build up 
production and raise the standards of all peoples. 
We can and must build a new Britain of the cormnon people, 
which shall ensure a free and happy life for all. The Cornrntlllist 
Party fights for the realisation of this aim . 
Building International Co-operation 
The British people will have a special responsibility, in close 
association with the Soviet, American and Chinese people, and 
with all the nations of the United Nations, in building up inter-
national co-operation after the war. 
Victory over Fascism must be followed by a peace settlernent 
which recognises the right of self-determination of all nations, 
and the right of all peoples to choose the f orrn of Governrnen t 
under which they wish to live. 
The United Nations rnust carry forward the co-operation 
already achieved during the war in order to preserve peace and 
promote international co-operation after the war. 
Ruthless measures IllUSt be taken for the punishinent of the 
Fascist war criininals and their accomplices, and for the prevention 
of new Fascist or Gerrnan rnilitarist aggression. The hand of 
friendship Inust be held out to the genuine anti-Fascist forces of 
the Gerrnan people, who will have the task finally to destroy the 
roots of Gerrnan Fascisrn, consisting in the alliance of Junker, 
heavy industrialist, and Inilitarist forces wl;iich were left un-
touched by the Gerrnan Revolution of 1918. 
A wider and lasting system of general security must be esta-
blished through international collaboration for corninon action to 
preserve peace and prevent aggression. 
The closest international econornic co-operation :must be carried 
forward in the tasks of reconstruction and to promote the well-
being of all peoples. 
53 
The British-Soviet Treaty of Alliance and the Atlantic Charter 
subscribed to by all the United Nations have laid the first founda-
tions for such international c0-operation. 
The closest continued collaboration of the four leading Powers 
of the United Nations-Britain, the Soviet U1llon, the United 
States, and China--will be essential in order to lead the way -in 
fl1lfilling these tasks and proinoting world co-operation of the 
peoples after the war. 
The full freedoin of India, which should be established during 
the war, will be an indispensable part of the world settleinent 
at the end of the war. Similarly the right of self-determination 
should be recognised for all colonial peoples, in accordance with 
the pledge of the Atlantic Charter, and a basis of friendly colla-
boration established whereby the more developed nations will 
assist in the rapid econoinic, social and cultural advance of the 
liberated colonial peoples, thus ensuring the equal and free colla-
boration of all peoples in the tasks of international reconstruction. 
Decisive responsibility rests with the International Labour 
Movement and with the democratic and progressive f orce.g of the 
peoples in all countries, to unite and coinbine their efforts in 
order to ensure the realisation of these great objectives. 
Our Aim is Socialism 
The basic aim of the working-class Inovernent and of the 
Conununist Party is directed to the coIDplete reconstruction of 
society on a Socialist basis ; that is, on the basis of the social 
ownership and organisation of tl1e Ineans of production, distri-
bution and exchange, which will eliminate class divisions and 
niake possible lim.itless economic, social and cultural advance. 
Only the Socialist reorganisation of society can finally abolish 
poverty, economic crises and wars, by abolishing their causes in 
the existing class systein of society ; can destroy the roots of 
Fascis:m and reaction ; and establish the conditions for coniplete 
democracy and freedom.. 
The Conununist Party sees in the fight for the defeat and 
destruction of Fascisin the essential present step in the path to 
the realisation of these ahns-the concrete irn.rnediate tasks 
before us in order to advance to the fulfihnent of the historic 
znission of tl}e worl{ing class. The building up of the strength 
and unity of the working-class nioveinent and of the progressive 
forces in the battle against Fascism prepares at the sanie time 
the readiness for future advance. 
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The Congress of the Co:mrnunist Party. places this policy before 
the Labour Movement and before the people of this country as 
the most effective i:mrnediate policy, equally for strengtheni:n.g 
their :mobilisation for victory over Fascism., for the constr.uctive 
1olution of the tasks which will follow victory, and for opeµing 
the way to the most rapid &dY~P.9~ to SoQi~li~:m.4: · -
6. '' THE DAILY WORKER '' 
The Congress greets the Daily Worker, now successfully re-
established as a popular and influential anti-Fascist paper, which 
is read and passed on among several hundred thousand people 
every day. It expresses heartfelt appreciation of the untiring 
efforts of all those Inen and woinen throughout the country who 
have helped to Inake possible this achieve:ment. 
The Co:mrnunist Party sees in the Daily Worker a weapon of 
the people's struggle against Fascism and for the progress of 
humanity. It therefore urges the widest possible utilisation of 
the paper for the effective advancement and organisation of the 
dernocratic activities of the people, and pledges itself to assist in 
the further passing on of copies and the consolidation of the 
Fighting Fund. 
The Congress also calls for the reinoval of all rem.aining restric-
tions on the de:mocratic rights of the paper, such as the continua-
tion of the export ban. It pledges full support for the prepara-
tions now being made by the Editorial Board for the extensive 
post.war development of the paper so that it will be able to play 
an influential part in the solving of reconstrt1ction problenis and 
the building of the new Britain. 
The Communist International 
The dissolution of the Com.rnunist International was reported 
by the Standing Orders Committee, and thi~ w~~ ~onfirmed by 
the Congre&>s, · 
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Rules of the Communist Party 
(Adopted b'V the National Congress, JUly, 1943.) 
1. Name 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY. 
2. Aims 
The aim of the ColllIIlunist Party is to achieve a Socialist 
Britain, in which the public ownership of the Ineans of production 
and exchange shall replace the existing capitalist system. 
Only a Socialist Britain, co-operating with all other peoples 
of the world in close, friendly, free and equal association, will be 
able so to plan the use of all Britain's Inaterial, productive and 
scientific resources, that every citizen will be guaranteed security,. 
the right to work and leisure, a steadily rising standard of living,, 
liberty and equal opportunity for a full and happy life. 
Believing that this aim can be attained only by the will of the 
great 1najority of the people, led by the organised working class" 
the Party shall :-
(a) Work to strengthen the organisation, political under-
standing and activity of workers by hand and brain for the 
advanceinent of their standards and conditions and the achieve -· 
Inent of Socialism. 
(b) Co-operate with all other sections of the Labour Movement 
to win support for the realisation of our colllIIlon ahns. 
(c) Work to preserve, develop and utilise to the fullest extent 
the deniocratic rights of public speech, press, asseinbly, organisa-
tion, representation in Parliarnent, Local Governrnent and other 
public bodies, in order to advance the best interests of the people 
and secure a Governm.ent truly representative of the niajority of 
the nation. 
( d) Support the aspirations of all peoples in the British Empire 
to choose the f onn of Government under which they will live. 
( e) Support the aspirations of the peoples of all countries to 
secure freedoin, democratic rights and social progress throughout} 
the world, as the basis for the development of econoIDic and social 
co-operation for the benefit of all nations and the 1I1aintenance of 
peace. 
3. Membership · 
(a) Meinbership shall be open to persons of eighteen years and 
upwards who agree with the· aiins of the Party, pay their dues 
regularly, and work in a Party organisation. 
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(b) Membership dues shall be one shilling per month, of which 
4d. goes to the Branch, 4d. to the District Cornrnittee, and 4d. to 
the Executive Cornrnittee, together with a levy of 3d. per quarter 
for a Central Election Fund. 
(c) Members have not only the right but the duty to take part 
in the formation of the policy of the Party through their Party 
organisation, and in the election of all leading C0Inn1ittees. 
(d) Every member shall belong to and assist in the work of his 
or her appropriate Trade Union or professional organisation and 
Co-operative Society. 
(e) Members, with the assistance of the Party, shall strive to 
irnprove their political knowledge and understanding of Marxist 
theory; to equip thernselves to take an active and helpful part 
in the working class rnovernent, and win support for the aims and 
policy of the Party. 
(f) The Executive Cornrnittee, or a District Cornrnittee, in con-
sultation with the appropriate Branch, shall have power to reniove 
from office, suspend for a period not exceeding three m.onths, or 
expel from the Party any member for breaches of the Party Rules 
or any other conduct or action detrinlental to the Party. Any 
expelled rnernber may appea] in writing to the Appeals Cornrnittee 
within 7 days of being notified of expulsion; the Appeals Corn-
rnittee shall consider and make recornrn.endations to the Executive 
Cornrnittee upon any such appeals. A fu1~ther appeal Inay be 
made to the next National Congress. 
4. The National Congress 
(a) The National Congress shall be the supreme authority of 
the Party, and be responsible for the adoption of general policy 
and for laying down the general lines of the work of the Party 
and of its Executive Cornrnittee. The National Congress shall 
elect, frorn nom.inations Inade by Branches and District Com-
mittees, an Executive Cornrnittee, an Appeals Cornrnittee of not 
inore than 7 members, and 2 Auditors to audit the Party accol,lllts 
to be submitted to the next Congress. Meinbers of the Appeals 
Cornrnittee and the Auditors shall not be rneinbers of the Execu-
tive Cornrnittee. 
(b) The National Congress shall be convened by the Executive 
Cornrnittee annually, and com.posed of delegates from District 
Cornrnittees and from the Branches, elected in accordance with 
their numerical strength, on a basis determined by the Executive 
Cornrnittee. 
( c) The Agenda and preliininary materials for the Congress 
shall be issued to Party organisations two Inonths b.ef ore the date 
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fixed for the Congress, and shall be considered and discussed by 
all Party organisations and rne!Ilbers. Resolutions for the 
Congress agenda, or arnendrnents to draft resolutions issued by 
the Executive Cornm.ittee, may be sent in by Party Branches and 
District Committees up to four weeks before the date of the 
Congress. 
5. Special National Conferences 
Upon a request froin not less than one-third of the District 
Committees, or one-fifth of the Branches, the Executive Corn-
Inittee shall convene a Special National Conference. A Special 
National Conference may also be convened by the Executive 
Comm.it tee at any time. Special National Conferences shall be 
composed in the saine way and have the sanie powers as the 
annual National Congress. 
6. Executive Committee 
(a) The Executive Cornrnittee shall have full responsibility for 
the direction and control of the Party's work, and for the formu-
lation of current policy, in accordance with the decisions of 
National Congresses. 
(b) It shall assist the work of Party Illernbers elected to 
Parliament, direct and control the Party press, publications and 
other Party enterprises, and manage the central funds _of the 
Party. 
(c) It shall elect such Officers and Cornm.ittees as it may 
consider necessary to ensure the Inost efficient organisation and 
carrying through of the Party's work. 
7. Districts 
(a) Districts shall be constituted by the Executive Cornm.ittee 
in suitable geographical and industrial areas. An annual District 
Congress shall be convened by each District Com.rnittee, and 
coinposed of delegates from all Branches in the District, in accord .. 
ance with their nUinerical strength, on a basis deterlllined by the 
District Committee in consultation with the Executive Colll-
rnittee. 
(b) The District Cornm.ittee shall be elected by the District 
Congress. It shall guide the work of Party organisations within 
the District, assist Party members elected to Local Governrnent 
and other pl-1blic bodies; direct and control District Party enter., 
prises, and manage the District funds of the Party. 
( c) The Diatrict Committee, in agreement with the Executive 
Committee, may constitute Sub.Districts and deterrnina the 
constitution and function of the Sub~Distrioi; CoIWD:itt~, 
8. Branches 
(a) Branches shall be organised on the authority of the District 
Co:mm.ittee, to include members living or working in _the Branch 
area. 
(b) The Annual m.eeting of the Branch shall elect the Branch 
Conunittee, which shall consider and decide upon application~ 
for membership, guide the work of the Party groups and Party 
members within the Branch area, direct and control the Branch 
Party enterprises, and manage the Branch funds. 
( c) The Branch Conunittee shall establish Party groups in 
factories, Inines, and other industrial, transport or commercial 
undertakings, for Party rneinbers working therein ; and Ward or 
other area groups for other members. 
9. Rules 
The Executive Co:mm.ittee shall have authority to interpret 
these Rules, and to lay down procedure in all matters not specific-
ally covered by them. · 
The Rules Inay be ainended by the vote of a simple Inajority of 
delegates at a National Congress, provided that at least one 
Inonth's. prior notice of the substance of the proposed arnendnlent 
shall have been published in the Party Press. 
The Executive Committee 
The fallowing were elected to the new Executive Conunittee : 
S. Abbott. W. Hannington. 
G. Allison. R. Hanson. 
Betty Bartlett. S. Henderson. 
S. Blackwell. Esther HenI ..otte. 
E. Brainley. 
Elinor Burns. 
E. Burns. 
T. Burns. 
J. R. Campbell. 
I. Cox. 
R. P. Dutt. 
W. Gallacher. 
G. T. C. Giles. 
J. Golian. 
J. B. S. Haldane. 
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A. Horner. 
Nora Jeffery. 
P. Kerrigan. 
R. MacLennan. 
.Joan McMichael. 
G. Matthews. 
Abe Moffat. 
F. Moore. 
H. Pollitt. 
W. Rust. 
J. Scott. 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
B.\LANCE brought forward 
MEMEEB,SHJP-
*Cards and Dues Stamp8 
INCOME . 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENERAL FUNDS-
tProportion received by Centre, of 
£40,000 Fund raised by Districts and 
Branches, January-March, 1942 
(actual total raised £47,821) ... 
f Weekly quotas to Centre, raised by 
Districts and Brancl1es thro11gh 
regular guara11.tors . . . . . . . .. 
Donations to Centre Funds . . . . .. 
SALES OF LITERATURE, CAMPAIGN AND 
ORGANISATION MATERIAL . . . . .. 
SURPLUS OF RECEIPTS OVER p A YMENTS IN 
RESPECT OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE ... 
BANK INTEREST, less Charges ... . .. 
£ 
15,482 
8~893 
" 2,120 
s. d. 
5 11 
0 0 
6 11 
• This is (Yne-third of total contributions, the other two-thirds beinu 
£ s. d. 
4,952 11 7 
10,288 l 0 
26,495 12 10 
24,886 3 6 
397 4 0 
113 18 5 
shared equally between Branches and Districts. It represents • 
a membership of 23,000 in Januar11. rising to 56,000 in 
December, the average for the whole ·1Jear beina 41,000. 
t District analysis of contribittions received b·y Centre o,n £40,000 
Fund a;nd J-Jl eek ly Quotas. 
DISTRICT £40,000 Fund Quotas 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1. LONDON ... • •• 5,020 6 8 2,960 0 0 
2. MIDLANDS • •• l,Oi:2 2 11 690 0 0 
3. SOUTH MIDLANDS 378 7 0 350 0 0 
4. S.E. MIDLANDS ... 686 11 5 298 0 0 
5. E. MIDLANDS . .. 522 12 6 370 0 0 
6. LANCASHIRE . .. 2,140 16 8 865 0 0 
7. l\t!ERSEYSIDE ... 506 12 11 370 0 0 
8. SOUTH WALES ... 693 13 0 386 0 0 
9. NORTH WALES ... . .. 73 5 0 17 0 0 
10. WEST RIDING . . . . .. 271 10 10 218 0 0 
11. SOUTH YORKSHIRE . .. 445 10 0 230 0 0 
.. 12. TYNESIDE . .. 348 0 10 165 0 0 
13. EAST ANGLIA . . . . .. 108 10 1 72 0 0 
14. KENT . . . . .. 351 17 8 132 0 0 
15. SUSSEX . .. . . . . .. 150 14 0 76 0 0 
16. RANTS AND DORSET ... 204 18 4 170 0 0 
17. DEVON AND CORNWALL 78 19 2 8 0 0 
18. WEST OF ENGLAND ... 355 17 4 264 0 0 
19. SCOTLAND . .. . .. 2,071 19 7 1,200 0 0 
20. TEES· SIDE . .. 52 0 0 
£15,482 5 11 £8,893 0 0 
·r=:c cc #*& =--.... 
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£67,133 11 4 
.iiZ7i 
.. "I" 
• 
for the Year ended 31st DECEMBER, 1942 
EXPENDITURE 
CE}:; TBA.L OFFICE EXPENSES--
> 
Rent, Rates and Taxes, Gas and 
Electricity . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Furniture, Equipment, A.R.P. and 
Sundry Repairs . . . . . . . .. 
Stationery . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Postages, Telegrams .. Cables, etc. . .. 
Wages . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Library-Newspapers, Periodicals and 
Ref ere nee Material . . . . . . . .. 
Miscellaneous Office Expenses, Clean-
ing, etc. . . . . . . . . . . .. 
COMMITTEE EXPENSES-
HIRE OF RooMs, TRA YELLING, ETC.-
Central Committee and Sub-Com-
mittees . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Other National Committee lVIeetin.gs 
and Conferences . . . . . . . .. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS .•. 
PRINTING-
• • • 
Literature, Campaign and Organisation 
Material . . . . . . . . . . .. 
PROPAGANDA (~AMP AIGNS-
Advertising, Publicity, Exhibitions, 
Demonstration materials and Ex-
penses . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
EDUCATION-
lncluding Hire of Halls and Rooms, 
Grants to District Schools and 
Tra veiling . . . . . . . . . . .. 
PRESS 0FFICE-
Subsoriptions)N ewspapers, Blocks, etc. 
TRA YELLING AND OTHER DEPARTMENTAL 
CHARGES • • • . . • . . • . .. 
BALANCE-
International Levy ... 
Investments . . . . .. 
Special Campaign Fund 
Carried forward to 1943 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
£ ~. d. 
700 12 3 
863 4 5 
699 15 7 
1,837 18 10 
6,586 14 0 
470 16 4 
508 14 8 
609 17 6 
2,045 13 2 
2,382 1 9 
3,250 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
1,646 7 6 
£ s. d. 
11,667 16 1 
2,655 10 8 
425 7 2 
26,233 7 7 
8,636 15 7 
2,521 13 2 
874 2 8 
1,840 9 2 
12,278 9 3 
£67,133 11 4 
Ill 1• a I 1; 11 
We have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account, and certify that it 
is correct. 
June 25th, 1943. 
01 
R. STEWART. 
R. ,V. ROBSON. 
REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF FULL DELEGATES • • • • • • 
TOTAL NUMBER CONSULTATIVE • • • • • • • • • 
TOTAL NUMBER WITHOUT p ARTY CARDS • • • • •• 
TOTAL NUMBER IN ARREARS ••• • • • • •• • • • 
1. Analysis of Full Delegates. 
Men ••• • • • • • • 300 · Women ... 
2. Ages. Average Age 33. ' 
Under 20 . .. . .. 
20-30 ... . .. 
30 40 . . . . .. 
40-50 ... . .. 
Over 50 . . . . .. 
Unclassified ... . 
3. Length of Time in Party. 
Over 20 years 
Over 10 ,, 
Over 7 ,, 
Over 5 ,, 
Over 2 ,, 
Over 1 year 
Over 6 months 
Unclassified 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
4. Trade Union Membership. 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• •• • •• • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
In Trade Unions (98 per cent.) .. . 
Amalgamated Engineering Union .. . 
Transport & General Workers Union .. . 
Clerical & Administrative Workers Union 
Railway Unions . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Mining Unions . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Electrical Unions . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Building Unions . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Agricultural Unions . . . . . . . .. 
Other Unions . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Non-Union ... ... ... . .. 
5. Occupations. 
Industrial . . . . . . . .. ••• • •• 
Clerical and Professional • • • ••• 
T. U. Officials . . . . .. • • • ••• 
Miscellaneous . . . . .. ••• ••• 
6. Co-operative Societies. 
Number in Co-operative Societies ... 
Holding office in Co-operative Societies 
62 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
••• 
• • • 
• •• 
• • • 
• •• 
• •• 
• • • 
••• 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
. -· . 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• •• 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
••• 
406 
146 
18 
12 
106 
2 
144 
167 
75 
3 
15 
19 
51 
63 
68 
118 
73 
4 
10 
399 
92 
70 
27 
33 
19 
21 
6 
9 
122 
7 
. .. .. 240 
• • • 
• •• 
• •• 
• •• 
-
• • • • 
45 
7 
114 
282 
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GREETINGS RECEIVED AT CONGRESS 
'' Fraternal Greetings from. progressive soldiers, airmen and 
sailors of the Australian Imperial Forces in ·this country eagerly 
awaiting the invasion of the Continent.'' 
* * * 
''Warmest Greetings to the Convention of the Communist 
Party of Great Britain-in century-old spirit of internationalisrn 
and of Labour. Patriotic duty to our country and to yours in 
this titanic war of survival, requires strengthening of the bonds 
of unity between tl~e Labour Movements, particularly those of 
Great Powers in the anti-Hitler coalition;; Great Britain, Soviet 
Union, United States. • 
''British Trade Unions, in joining efforts with the Soviet Trade 
Unions, have set an example to our American Trade Unions in 
proposals for an all inclusive International Trade Union unity. 
We be~ieve the forces of patriotic anti-Fascist unity will succeed, 
also, in achieving complete unification of British Labour Move-
ment, and that your exemplary efforts will help speed tl1is 
process and objective, so essential for victory. 
''We see with you that victory over Hitler and the Axis 
dernands that our African success be followed up with utinost 
speed to fully co-ordinate Anglo-Arnerican military action with 
the action of the glorious Red Army for the decisive destructive 
blow against Hitler in Europe this surmner, and this is the 
corninon, all-decisive problein of our United peoples. 
'' We know your Convention will be extremely fruitful in 
adding to the traditional stubborn British courage of your nation 
and its working class, soldiers and sailors, to perf orrn your large 
share of our corninon task of strengthening Anglo-Soviet-Ainerican 
coalition and hastening victory through the indispensable Ineans 
of speedily opening the major second land front in Europe, 
supported by all out and still further increased war production 
by American as well as Britisl1 working class- the pioneer 
working class of the world." 
( -
(Signed) 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
COMMUNIST p ARTY UNITED STATES. 
63 
EARL BROWDER. 
W. Z. FOSTER. 
1
' Greetings your Conference. Congratulations correct deter-
mined stand working-class unity over Fascism.'' 
CoMMUNI$T PARTY SOUTH AFR1cA. 
* 
''Fraternal wishes for a successful Conference. We are proud 
of the splendid part played by British Party in anti-Fascist 
struggle, and sure that your Congress will enable you to give yet 
greater service in the struggle against Fascism, which is part of 
the rnoveinent for the emancipation of Inankind. '' 
• 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF NEW ZEALAND. 
Published b11 the Oo-mmunist Part11, 16, Kina 
Sweet, London, W.0.2, and Mnted b11 Meka:l/e ct 
OoO'Per. Ltd., Serutton Street, London. E.0.2. 
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